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44  Attention  to  Orders !" 


2  f  uii)  SIXTH  REUNION  of  the  old  Regiment  is  now  a  ra  itter  of  history.    The 


f 

*JL  nien  who  camped  ana  marched  antl  fought  together  in  the  "sixties"  have 
again  met  and  touched  elbows  and  clasped  hands,  and  on  'e  moie  parted.  Consid- 
ering I  lie  Columbian  Fair  an  I  the  hard  times,  the  attendan  -e  was  large,  very  large. 
That  it  was  a  feast  of  comradeship,  fraternity  and  loyally  is  needless  to  state.— 
Those  who  were  with  us  are  congratulate  I ;  those  absent  should  be  condoled.  The 
Transportation  muddle  that  arose,  and  the  importance  of  saving  the  rel  urn  rebate 
for  the  boys  kept  your  Secretary  away  from  most  of  the  meetings,  and  it'  any  seem- 
ing neglect  appeared  upon  his  part  he  wishes  you  to  know  that  t  his  was  the  cause. 
Thai  'acre  of  grapes"  lie  was  saving  for  you  was  fro/on  just  a  week  1  efore  you  got 
here,  consequently  live  Second  Iowa  was  "left"  for  on  eon  a  foraging  expedition. 
Mason  City  did  everything  for  the  hoys  you  would  permit.  Your  Association  rules 
..ill  not  permit  free  entertainment,  and  at  Iowa  City  you  voted  to  not  accept  a  free 
banquet;  but  for  those  prohibitions  on  your  pan  our  city  would  not  have  permit- 
ted you  to  pay  a  cent  here  for  food  or  lodging.  She  gave  heartily,  f.  e  dy.gladly.ev- 
erything  you  would  permit  your  Secretary  and  Executive  Committee  to  accept— 
and  no  town  could  do  more, 

Vour  Secretary  wishes  here  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  and  indispensible 
aid  upon  this  report  which  he  received  during  and  since  the  reunion,  from  Com- 
rades M.  Carroll,  of  Co.  C,  and  Will.  Ed.  Tucker,  ('Old  Pap*)  of  Co.  J. 

Hoys,  may  you  all  live  to  attend  fifty  more  Reunions,  all  of  them  as  grand  as 
the  Sixth  Bi'-ennial. 

Fraternally, 

W.  A.  BURNAP,  Secretary. 


*  Sixth  ^edfeioto  Second  Iotoa  Qavatlry. 

FIRST   DAY. 

Wednesday.  Oct.  4      9  A.  M. 


The  reunion  began  at  9  a.  m.  Wednesday,  hut  be  Fore  3  o'clock  of 
Tuesday  Col.  Morton  and  forty  or  ..flftj  of  the  boys  had  arrived,  and  the 
c  irdial  greetings  and  hand  shakings  filled  up  the  afternoon  and  evening. 
1 1  is  useless  to  attempt  a  des  jript  ion  of  these  scenes  —the  iglad  surprise, 
an  1  t  to  -inns,  "Gol  bless  you,  old  boy,"  ls  members  of  the  different 
Companies  \v<  uld  meet  comrades  they  had  not  seen  lor  years.  Old  sol- 
diers only  can  appreciate  these  feelings. 

Wednesday  morning  at  0  a.  m.,  the  crowd,  augmented  by  many  old 
comrades  who  had  arrive.]  during  the  night,  assembled  at  the  Opera 
lions;     in  the  absence  of    President    15   A.  Reeson,  not  yet  arrived.  Col. 
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Horton  officiating  as  chairman,  and  some  business  matters  of  the  Ass'n 
were  discussed,  committees  decided  upon,  hours  for  meeting  arranged, 
&c,  which  occuoied  some  time.  Then  followed  spirited  camp-fire  talks 
from  various  members  of  the  Regiment. 

The  erowning  feature  of  the  session  was  the  introduction  of  Major 
Gustavo  Schnetgar,  of  Larramie,  Wyoming,  who  had  come  all  that  dis- 
tance to  meet  his  old  boys.  He  came  forward  on  the  platform  and  was 
greeted  with  hearty  applause.  An  attempt  to  follow  the  gallant  Major 
in  his  happy,  reministic  speech  of  20  minutes,  would  be  as  useless  as  the 
attempt  to -follow  his  old  battallion  in  one  of  their  wildest  charges,  or  a 
night  ride  through  the  Tallahatchie  river  bottoms.  lie  said  he  loved 
every  member  of  the  old  Regiment,  and  "'would  like  to  take  you  all  on 
my  breast,  if  it  was  not  for  my  big  pelly" — he  weighs  nearly  300  pounds 
of  well  preserved,  happy  veteran  manhood.  .'TV  Shorge,  I-  pretty  near 
most  have  to  cry.  poys;  Go.l  pless  you!"  lhv  reported  good  health  and 
prosperity.  He  isextensively  en  riged  in  stock-raising,  and  is  the  Fish 
Commissioner  of  Wyoming.  Told  a  good  story  on  Adjt.  Sydenham,  (old 
Shniderhorse)  who  is  also  in  Laramie— how  Syd.  attempted  to  increase 
their  officers'  mess  fund,  at  one  time,  by  taking  all  the  money  they  could 
raise  amongst  them,  and  going  over  into  an  Illinois  Regiment  for  game 
of  poker,  assuring  his  mess  they  could  live  on  the  top  shelf  when  he  got 
back.  He  went,  but  came  bade  broke— the  "Suckers"  cleaned  him  out, 
and  the  mess  rations  were  slimmer  than  ever.  We  are' sorry  that  we 
cannot  give  the  Major's  full  remarks  descriptive  of  his  late  years  of  wild 
western  life  an  1  interesting  experiences  among  the  desperadoes  of  that 
region  during  his  years  of  residence  there.  His  home  is  about  20  >0  feet 
above  sea  level,  ''and,"  he  says,  "when  I  go  to  heaven,  I'll  have  that 
much  the  start  of  my  comrades— but  we  all  get  there,  yust  the  same." 

Comrades  Cope,  of  Co.  B,  John  M.  Giles  an!  Jake  Wagne.',  "at  t\c 
head  of  ali  devilment  in  the  regiment,"  were  in  turn  called  out  and  re- 
sponded happily.  An  enthusiastic  member  of  Co.  M  was  followed  by 
dear  old  Capt.  Egbert,  Col.  Morton  and  others  in  interesting,  well  point- 
ed short  talks. 

Upon  motion  the  following  committees  were  duly  selected  and  ap- 
pointed : 

Upon  Location  of  Next  Reunion,  and  Officers--\V.T>.Brunton,  Co.A, 
.J.  L.  Herbert,  of  B,  Dan.  Snvder,  of  C,  I;  I<\  Cottrell,  of  I),  Peter  Kliim, 
of  E,  Capt.  Itiley,  of  K.  Chas.  ('ope,  of  G.  T.  B.  A fl in.  of  11,  ,}.  C.  Smith, 
of  I,  Dan  Galbrath,  of  K,  R.I.  Hammond,  L,  A.  G.  Willis,  of  M. 

For  Collection  of  Dues— John  Hartinger,  of  A,  .John  Tanner,  of  I>, 
Isaac  Gilmore,  of  C,  John  Butler,  of  D.  <;.  Schnetgar,  ofJB,  Henry  Todd, 
of  F,  II.  15.  Waters,  of  <i.  L.  A.  Clearman,  of  II.  Geo.  Davis,  of  I,  J.  H. 
Goodwin,  of  K,    W.  T.  Whitman,  of  L.  .1.  W.  F.afh-r,   o.' M.     - 
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Committee  on  Resolutions— Col.  Henry  Egbert,  Co.  C,  John  Lu 
Taylor,  of  L,  J,  K.  Wagner,  of  II. 

Memorial  Committee— M.  Carroll,  of  C,  \V.  A.  Burnap,  of  I,  IT.  B. 
Watters,  of  G. 

Upon  motion  of  Comrade  Egbert  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
have  seven  hundred  copies  of  the  Report  of  this  Reunion  printed. 

Comra  le  M.  Carroll  was  instructed  by  the  Association  to  complete 
the  tiles  of  the  reports  of  our  reunions  now  deposited  at  the  State  Uni- 
versity Library,  State  Historical  Society,  the  Library  at  the  Capitol  at 
Des  Moinei,  and  the  Soldiers'  Home,  at  Marshalltown. 

AdjourneJ  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


Afternoon  Session— 2  o'clock. 
The  Association  convened  promptly,  as  per  adjournment.  President 
B.  A.  Bceson  having  arrived  was  given  an  ovation  by  the  boys,  and  after 
addressing  them  in  a   fraternal   talk,   assumed  his  duties  as  presiding 
o.Iioer.  and  a  lively  camp-fire  was  held. 

Comrade  Frank  Stoddard,  of  Co.  I>  mule  .one  of  the  best  speeches 
o.' the  reunion,  and  was  cheered  to  the  echo.  j.u .1. 'Ca afield,  also  of  B, 
f  (flowed,  and  lie  in  turn  bv  Mien,  of  A,  Cramer,  of  G,  Ream,  of  B,  and 
comrade  Shockey,  of  this  city. 

At  this  point  the  following-  '.'happy"  congratulatory  telegram 
from  the  Sixth  III.  Cavalry,  in  reunion  at  Central] a,  111.,  was  received 
an  1  read,  bringing  out  hearty  applause  from  the  boys: 

Cknti{\[,ia,  li.r..,  October  4,  IS93. 
To  "mi  mi  a  n  (It' !•  Second  Iowa  Cavalry  Association,  Mason. City,  [a.:  —  The  Sixth 
Illiti  >is  Cavalry  Association,  in  Reunion  assembled,  send  congratulations  and  good 
Cj  nradeship  to  Second  Iowa.    Soft  bread,  sweet  potatoes  and  chicken  fixens  here 
i  i  abundance.    Comedown}  we,  hold  over  to-morrow.       G.  E.  Hinckley,  Comd'r 

Whereupon  the  following  reply,  having  been  enthusiastically  adopt- 
c  I,  was  immediately  returned: 

Mason  City,  Iowa,  Oct.  4,  1S93. 
Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Centralia,  111.:— The  2nd  Iowa  Cavalry,  in  reunion  as- 
sembled, return  the  greet Ings  of  their  Comrades  of  the  Sixth  Ills.  Cavalry.    Chick- 
ens, ju lies',  pies  and  "sure  enough  ( 'olfoo"  here.    We  hold  over  to-morrow    Shake! ! 

C.  0.  Iloino.v  &  Li.  A.  Beeson. 

The  t  followed  a  royal  camp-fire,  kept  hot  by  short  speeches  from  the 
comrade;,  brim  full  of  patriotism  and  comradeship,  all  emphasizing 
their  fa  th  in  .Ymcrica  and  her  institutions,  and  each  particularly  urg- 
ing the  importance  of  these  reunions,  as  valuable  for  the  lessons  they 
impa  t  to  t  he  general  ion  t  hat  lias  grown  up  since  the  war.  Comrades 
VVatjrs,  o:  Co.  1'..  the  two  Ileineys,  of  G,  Gil  more,  of  C,  and  Wells,  "the 
ki  i  of  Co.  C."  Comrade  Brunton,  from  far-oil  New  Mexico,  Lieut.  Riley 
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and  'Del.  Lake,  of  F,  were  followed  by  that  grandest  type  of  the  Amer- 
ican christian  soldier,  dear  old  Lieut.  J.  C.  Smith,  of  Co.    I,  who  "next 

to  the  house  of  God,  loved  these 
reunions!"  He  had  left  a  sick 
bed  at  his  home  in  Washington, 
Iowa,  to  attend  this  one,  and  al- 
ready felt  better,  lie  spoke  with 
the  vigor  which  always  character- 
ized him,  upon  the  •■motives  that 
pro  m  p te  d  1 1 1  e  sold  i  er  to  enlist." 
No  stay-at-home,  copperhead,  or 
pension  growler  could  intimate 
that  he  enlisted  for  the  money 
there  was  in  it.  We  wish  every 
man  under  the  reign  of  Hoke 
Smith  could  have  heard  that  elo- 
quent, pointed  address,  burning 
with  patriotism,  lure  for  the  com- 
rades and  gallant  old  command- 
ers. He  was  followed  by  Com- 
rade II.  E.  Jones,  (sCurley')of  I 
Co.,  in  the  usual  witty  Jones  vein, 
he  having  to  stand  in  place  of  his 
brother,  "Jones  of  Kansas, "  Co.  I's  funny  man,  who  was  unable  to  be 
with  us  this  time.  "Curley  "  made  many  happy  hits,  fully  sustaining 
the  reputation  of  the  Jones  family. 

These  exercises  were  accompanied  and  enlivened  by  the  grand  old 
army  songs,  sung  in  tremulous,  broken  voices  of  the  old  vets,  to  piano 
accompaniment  of  Miss  Leta  Burnap,  daughter  of  Comrade  VV.  A.  Bur- 
nap,  who  came  down  from  Minneapolis  to  enjoy  this  reunion. 

After  a  short  greeting  of  late  arriving  comrades  the  Association  ad- 
journed until  8  o'clock  p.  m. 


COL.  C.  C.  HORTON. 


EVENING  CAMP-FLR'E. 

8  o'clock,  p.  m. — The  opera  house  was  crowded  to  its  utmost c 
ity  at  the  grand  camp-tire  of  Wednesday  evening.  The  walls  o 
hall  and  on  either  side  of  stage  had  been  appropriately  decorated. 
names  of  many  important  battles  and  engagements  of  the  Uegi 
were  prominently  displayed,  as  Farmington,  Luka,  Corinth,  Boom 
Okolona,  ColTeeville,  West  Point,  Pontotoc,  Shoal  Creek,  Nashvill 
Franklin.  On  the  stage  sat  President  Beeson,  of  Dcs  Moines,  Col. 
llorton  of  Muscatine,  Capt,  Henry  Egbert,  of  Davenport,  Capt. 
Sudlow,  of  Rock  Island,  Capt.  W.  B.  Brim  ton,  of  New  Mexico,  T.rl 
derson,  of  lndianola.  II.  E.  Jones,  of   Elmira,  New  York,  Major  Sc 
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gar,  of  Laramie,  Wyt>.,   Will.  Ed.  Tucker,   Mayor  A.  IT.  Cummings  and 

Rev.  C.  C.  Smith,  of  Mason  City. 

The  exercises  of  the  evening  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Smith,  of 
the  First  Baptist  church.  Miss  Leta  Burnap  then  gave  a  fine  piano 
solo,  which  was  followed  by 

MAYOR   CUMMING'S    ADDRESS   OF   AVELCOME. 

On  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Mason  City,  who  love  freedom,  who  love 
liberty,  I  am  pleased  to-night  to  welcome  the  members  of  the  2nd  Iowa 
Cavalry,  \vh  >  nave  mot  in  our  city  as  out-  honored  guests,  and  I  want  to 
assure  yju  tint  Mason  City  has  a  little  history  connected  with  the  Sec- 
ond Lowa  Cavalry,  which  our  citizens  are  proud  of.  When  war's  black 
cloud  hung  like  a  pall  o'er  our  beloved  land,  and  there  came  that  call 
for  men,  among  the  very  ilr^t  to  respond  to  that  call  were  the  little 
s'i',1 1  I  from  Masoa  City,  who  under  the  gallant  leadership  of  (Jen.  Datus 
L\  Coon,  turn  eel  their  backs  on  home  and  went  to  the  front  to  learn 
there  whit  War  really  was.  And  as  we  meet  here  to-night  to  roll  back 
Time's  rapid  (light  for  many  years,  there  is  that  reverence  characterist- 
ic of  the  American  people.  Just  before  that  treason-speaking  gun  belch- 
ed forth  its  rebel  tones,  we  beheld  the  citizens  engaged  in  their  various 
oi- :.rr  '.jo. is,  th  ■  t'arn):T  busily  intent  with  all  his  energies  to  acquire 
th  ■  ui2.:  .  he  could  in  his  un  lertaking.  The  tradesmen  with  their  same 
energies.,  hoping  to  achieve  success,  the  professional  man,  all  busily  in-' 
te.it  with  their  best  energies  for  the  success  of  their  respective  callings. 
Bat  when  th  it  treason-speaking  gun  was  first  fired,  how  changed  the 
scene!  All  the  same  interests  which  they  had  devoted  to  their  callings 
was  displayed  in  the  energy  with  which  the  volunteer  army  went  forth 
t  >  die,  which  is  known  to  no  conscript  army,  but  only  to  a  volunteer  ar- 
my. When  the  last  command  of  "Forward"  had  been  given,  when  the 
coalman:!  came  to  ••  Break  Llanks,"  the  same  energy  which  had  conquer- 
ed war,  at  once  turned  into  the  various  occupations  which  the  soldier 
became  engaged  in  on  his  discharge.  Veterans,  I  assure  you  that  you 
are  heartily  welcomed  by  the  loyal  citizens  of  Mason  City,  and  it  is  the 
wish  of  overy  heart  that  this  meeting  here  may  be  out;  of  which  you  shall 
•long  retain  pleasant  memories,  and  that  when  the  last  tramp,  tramp, 
winch  was  started  in  the  cause  of  freedom  shall  have  ceased,  that  it  may 
b3  talon  up  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  come  after  us,  to  go  on  and  on 
until  the  light  of  heaven  shall  shine  on  earth  no  more." 

Comrade  W.  A.  Burnap,  of  Co.  I,  Commander  of  C.  II.  Huntley  Post, 
of  Mason  City,  then  extended  to  the  regiment  the 

WELCOME  OF  THE   Gh   A.   R.  POST  AND  CORPS. 

Comrades  of .  my  own  Regiment: 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  express  the  pleasure  I  have,  as  Commander 
of  C.  If.  Huntley  Post,  of  this  city,  in  extending  to  you,  my  old  comrades 
of  the  war,  the  cordial  and  hearty  welcome  of  my  present  comrades  of  the 
G.  A.  Lt.  As  I  look  into  your  faces  the  days  of  iougago  rise  like  a  vision; 
th  '.  p:i;b'an  1  the  present  all  this  day  in  my  mind  have  'been  strangely 
bleu  lei.  While  meeting  you  here  my  mind  has-often  reverted' to  that 
day  of  which  this  is  the  thirty-first  anniversary — the  second  day  of  the 
battle  of  Corinth;  Do  you  rememb  Tat'?— thirty-one  years-ago  to-day? 
Do  you  recall  how  VTariDornarid  Price  had  swung  around  from  Iuka  and 
were  making  a  grand  dash,  feeling  so  sure  of  t  he  capture  of  Corint  h  l  hat 
they  had  promised  their  men  supper  in  the  city  i  hat  night.     How  many 
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tilings  there  are  that  day  to  remember.  I.ast  night  the  long  lines  of 
tired  union  troops,  who  all  day  yesterday  had  been  driven  back,  defeat- 
ed, now  lying  on  their  arms  ready  for  to-morrow's  tight;  the  demand  for 
surrender,  coupled  with  the  threat  to  shell  the  town,  unless  we  complied, 
with  the  demand  before  three  o'clock  this  morning  ;  our  own  regiment 
and  ourselves  "standing  to  horse"  nearly  all  night.  That  (puck,  .-.harp 
roar  before  daylight  of  this  morning,  from  the  rebel  guns  thai  had  been 
run  up  during  the  night.  The  long  lines  of  tire  that  marked  the  course 
of  the  bombs  across  the  morning  sky;  the  bursl  ing  of  shells,  the  angry 
laiz/.  of  solid  shot,  the  wicked  scream  of  half  spent  balls,  the  "/ip,  zip" 
of  red  hot  ones;  the  charge  and  counter-charge  in  front  of  the  works; 
the  awfui  stillness  that  preceded  that  new  movement  on  the  rebels' 
part,  t hat- would  decide  the  day;  the  anxiet)  anil  uncertainty  of  what 
that,  movement  would  be.  Then  the  denouement,  that,  grand  charge  of 
the  rebels  along  our  whole  line.  How  magnificently  they  came;  here  in 
long  lines,  there  in  massed  Column;  steady,  tirmly,  with  lines  well  dress- 
ed, as  on  parade;  the  shock  that  followed,  the  roar  of  artillery,  the  crash 
of  musketry,  the  rebel  yell,  the  deep  northern  cheer.  Thai  fierce  dash 
of  rebel  (Jen.  Rogers  and  his  two  thousand  picked  men  upon  battery 
Robinet,  pushing  aside  the  abattis,  (tiling  the  ditch,  mount  ing  the  para- 
pet, placing  their  Hag  upon  our  works,  capturing  our  fort— then  the  six- 
ty-four-pound  shells  that  fell  among  them,  literally  blowing  them  from 
the  works;  the  counter-charge  of  the  Second  Iowa  Infantry,  retaking 
the  fort—and.  last  but  not  least,  the  grand  ringing  northern  cheer  that. 
commenced  away  on  the  right,  and  rolled  along  the  line,  cheer  after 
cheer,  clear  to  the  extreme  left,  telling  that  the  day  was  ours  and  the 
victory  won! 

Other  days  and  other  hours  mingle  with  this  vision  of  the  past. 
Farmington,  Iioone\  ille,  fuka,  Coireeviile,  West  Point.  Frairie  Stat  ion, 
Nashville,  and  more  than  thirty  other  battle-llelds  mingle  their  victo- 
ries and  defeats,  their  sufferings  ami  l  riumphs  in  the  thrilling  "dissolv- 
ing view."     What  memories  their  names  alone  unfold! 

Looking  into  your  faces,  f  see  those  with  whom,!  have  shared  the 
tedium  and  sickness  of  camp,  the  toil  and  clanger  of  the  scout,  and  the 
tierce  excitement  of  battle.  1  n  the  capitol  at  Des  Moines  hangs  our  i-c^- 
imeiUal  banner,  which,  though  it  Hew  in  nearly  forty  different  battles, 
we  never  lost.  With  you  I  have  followed  that  banner  to  many  glorious 
victories,  and  with  you  i  have  closed  around  if  in  hours  of  defeat,  f 
owe  you  collectively  and  individually  more  than  tongue  can  tell.  To  all 
I  owe  a  debt  of  comradeship  and  devotion  that  will  last  as  long  as  life! 
To  many  1  individually  owe  debts  for  personal  services  rendered  that  I 
can  never  pay,  and  to  some  I  owe  my  life.     God  bless  yon  all. 


And  now,  in  performance  of  a  delegated  duty,  and  by  order  of  the 
130  comrades  of  my  post,  who  marched  with  us  for  the  same  .common 
cause  and  under  t  he  same  common  Hag.  men  who  ropresenl  every  arm 
of  the  service,  and  nearly  every  battle  of  the  war— in  their  name,  and 
by  their  order  1  bid  you  welcome  to  our  city.  They  wish  me  to  say  that 
while  here  you  command  their  best  services  and  wannest  love,  and 
should  anythi \\^  be  lacking  either  in  arrangement  or  expression,  il  will 
be  because  I,  as  their  ( Jommander  and  your  Secretary,  have  failed  in  my 
duty  to  call  upon  l  hem,  and  not  because  they  are  not  ready  to  divide  ra- 
tions and  lodgings  with  you,  even  to  the  last  biseuil  and  t  he  last  single 
blanket.  Comrades,  C.  II.  Huntley  post  and  Relief  Corps  bid  you  cor- 
dial, heart  v.  ent  husiasl  ie  Welcome! 
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The  very  happy  response  to  (hose   welcomes  was  made   by  Bugler 
T.  T.  Anderson,  of  Indianola,  lis  follows: 

bugler  Anderson's  response. 

Mr.  I 'resident,  Comrades,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

It  impresses  me  very  forcibly,  at  this  moment,  that  the  Hon.  May- 
or of  this  city  has  not  only  voiced  the  sentiments  of  his  own  heart  In  the 
words  he  has  so  fittingly  spoken,  but  also  of  every  citizen  of  this  entire 
community.  This  impression  conies  to  me  because  of  the  fact  that  on 
the  countenance  of  every  man,  woman  and  child  with  whom  your  guests 
have  met  since  entering  this  city  was  written  in  unmistakable  letters, 
that  best  of  all  words,  •■Welcome."  Through  the  correspondence  of 
that  splendid  type  of  American  citizen-soldier,  our  comrade  and  your 
citizen,  W.  A.  iiuriuip,  was  foreshadowed,  week's  ago,  the  splendid  re- 
ception and  hearty  welcome,  of  .which  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  in  its 
sixth  reunion  since  the  close  of  the  war  is  the  appreciative  recipient. — 
The  various  cities  of  Iowa  that  have  heretofore  extended  to  this  organ- 
ization the  hospitality  of  their  citizenship,  we  hold,  at  this  time,  in  fond 
remembrance,  but  in  my  judgment  as  the  years  go  by, and  memory  trav- 
els back  to  the  scenes  of  these  reunions,  so  dear  to  the  heart  of  the 
soldier,  Mason  Cif\  will  si  a  ml  out  prominently  in  the  minds  of  all  who 
participated  as  the  ground  upon  which  was  held  our  best  reunion.  And 
Sir,  why  should  it  not  be?  The  organization  for  which  1  speak  fully  re- 
alizes that  at  this  time  it  is  rendezvoused  at  the  old  home  of  one  of  its 
very  best  commanders;  and  when  that  is  said,  it  is  the  best  eulogy. -pos- 
sible to  pronounce  upon  that  splendid  soldier  and  citizen,  Gen.  Datus 
E.  Coon,  he  who  left  this  city,  in  L861,  as  Captain  of  Co.  1.  returning  to 
his  home  at  the  close  of  the  war,  having  won  for  himself  not  only  the 
raid;  of  Brevet  Brigadier  Genera],  but  what,  was  better,  he  won  the 
name  of  having  sustained,  by  his  bravery,  the  magnificent  record  of  the 
regiment  handed  him  by  the  immortal  Hatch.  Not  only  was  this  done, 
but  during  the  period  of  his  command  the  regiment  won  many  and  last- 
ing honors.  We  also  remember  to-night  that  we  are  at  the  home  of  Co. 
••  I,"  which  in  camp,  on  the,  battle-Held  and  inarch,  had  a  record  second 
to  none  in  the  regiment,  and  in  this  presence  to-night  we  greet  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  old  Company  as  only  comrades  can  do  who  have  experienc- 
ed together  like  dangers  and  hardships  in  times  of  war.  These  men 
were  youV citizens  ami  represented  most  splendidly,  at  that  critical  pe- 
riod in  our  Nation's  history  the  loyal  men  and  women  of  this  city  and 
count)'.  Well  may  you  feel  proud  of  (Jen.  Coon  and  Co.  I,  and  the  thanks 
of  the  other  membars  of  the  regiment  are  due  you  lor  giving  to  the  2nd 
Lowa  Cav.  a  Datus  lil,  Coon  and  a  Co.  I.  Representing  the  regiment  as 
I  do  at  this  moment,  my  duty  would  not  be,  rightfully  performed  if  I 
failed  to  mention  another  important  and  unique  character,  at  one  time 
a  citizen  of  this  State,  known  to  his  comrades  formerly  as  Rrl.  \\  .tones, 
of  Co.  I.  but  now  as  "Kansas  J  ones."  Those  of  you  who  a  re  not  acquaint- 
ed with  this  member  ol  the  old  company,  t  ogot  her  with  all  who  a  re,  will 
regrel  Ins  absence  from  this  reunion.  As  a  eulogy  upon  bis  life  and 
character,  allow  me  to  say  that  while  he  stands  eminently  as  the  best 
story  teller  in  the  regiment,  and  that  is  admitting  much,  he  is  also  in- 
tensely loyal;  lie  loves,  the  old  ilag  and  all  it  represents  with  an.  ardor 
born  ol  intensity,  Were  ho  wit  h  us  to-night  I  might  predict  that  com- 
rade ,  I  ones  would  gather  about  him  one  of  these  beautiful  Hags  and  sing: 

"0,  \s  i-iip  that   1 1 : i ;_r  annuel  im\  boys— 
To  <li«  Wei'O  far  moiv  swecl ." 

This  popular  member  of  <  !o.  I  is  no!  wit  b  us.  but  bis  hrol  her  who  is  can 
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be  depended  upon  to  take  care  of  the  name  and  fame  of  the  Jones  fami- 
ly. But,  seriously,  Mr.  Mayor,  before  this  reunion  closes,  you  and  your 
citizens  will  doubtless  conclude  that  the  average  soldier,  with  his  entire 
soul,  mind  and  strength,  loves  that  starry  banner  ami  the  great  country 
it  represents,  with  a  fervency  of  spirit  not  fully  understood  by  those  who 
did  not  participate  in  its  defense  in  battle.  Tnere  will  be  many  speech- 
es delivered  from  this  rostrum,  and  our  friends  will  probably  be  surpris- 
ed at  the  number  who  take  the  Hag  as  a  text.  Tnere  is  a  cause  for  this 
universal  reverence  and  love  among  soldiers  for  the  Hag  of  our  country, 
and  to  the  thoughtful  it  must  occur  that  in  the  past  at  some  time  and 
somewhere  impressions  were  made  upon  the  minds  of  these  men  that 
time  instead  of  diminishing  intensities.  L  take  it  that  it  will  not  be  out 
of  place  at  this  time  and  under  present  circumstances  to  relate  one  or 
two  very  striking  incidents  which  occur  to  my  mind  as  illustrat- 
ing this  thought,  which  came  under  my  own  observation;  and  tint  of 
many  others  in  the  reginfent.  They  were  lessons  well  calculated  to  in- 
spire love  for  the  iilag,  but  they  only  represent  thousands  of  like  occur- 
rences that  happened  during  the  eventful  years  from  1SU1  to  1865.  Here 
is  a  picture:  It  was  on  the  4th  of  Oct.  18&2,  at  the  great  battle  of  Cor- 
inth. The  enemy  had  concentrated  his  forces  to  tne  right  of  h\.  Wil- 
liams for  the  purpose  of  breaking  our  lines  at  that  point;  the  best  of 
both  armies  were  centered  there,  and  the  battle  rage  I  with  terrific  fu- 
ry. Anxiety  as  to  results  tilled  the  breast  of  every  soldier  ;  the  force, 
on  either  side  were  making  a  supreme  effort  for  the  mastery.  To  the 
immediate  contestants  the  smoke  of  battle  almost  clouded  the  sun.  The 
American  Flag  was  in  the  midst  of  the  struggle.  The  atmosphere  wo'd 
for  a  moment  raise  the  smoke  so  the  Hag  in  all  it;  beauty,  as  it  pro  J  Uy 
waved  over  its  defenders  could  be  seen.  Co.  I),  of  wuiea  I  was  a  mem- 
ber, was  located  on  an  eminence,  and  not  being  in  action  at-  that  time, 
was  privileged  to  witness  the  scene.  Capt.  Graves  called  the  attention 
of  his  soldiers  to  the  Hag— said  he,  "  Look  at  the  Hag!"  Twice  it  fell, 
but  only  for  a  moment—boys  who  loved  the  Hag  were  there  to  take  the 
place  of  their  fallen  comrades,  and  it  kept  floating.  It  was  one  of  the 
grandest  sights  L  ever  witnessed,  and  the  picture  of  that-  Hag,  as  it  dip- 
ped its  folds  in  the  blood  of  its  young  but  brave  defenders,  and  mingled 
its  very  self  in  the  patriotism  which  urged  them  on  to  death,  is  as  viv- 
idly before  me  to-night  as  when  first  painted  amidst  tin:  smoke  of  bat- 
tle at  Corinth  thirty-one  years  ago!  I  would  address  myself  for  a  mo- 
ment to  the  young  people  of  this  audience,  and  ask  them  the  question, 
What  were  the  men  doing  under  the  folds  of  that  flag  at  Corinth?  1 
would  burn  it  into  their  very  hearts— they  were  not  only  fighting  for  the 
Hag,  but  by  the  scores  dying  ha-  it!  and  to  die  for  the  country's  Hag  and 
principle  is  the  one  greatest  sacrifice.  Another  incident :  Dec.  15,  18(54, 
at  the  battle  of  Nashville,  Hatch's  Division  of  cavalry  was  ordered  to 
charge  and  take  two  of  the  st, longest  forts  on  t  he  enemy's  lines— an  order 
never  before  nor  since  given  to  that  arm  of  the  service.  Steadily  the 
division  with  its  intrepid  leader  approached wdiat  was  considered  by  in- 
fantry-Generals almost  impregnable  strongholds  ;  but  Gen.  Hatch  had 
been  trained  in  a  school  the  text-books  of  which  did  not  contain  the 
words  defeat  or  failure.  Gen.  Coon  was  commanding  the  brigade,  mid 
the  brave  llorfon.  who  is  with  us  to -night,  was  at  the  head  of  the  old 
Second  Iowa  Cavalry.  With  these  three  in  command  victory  was  cer- 
tain, for  these  officers  and  their  men  knew  not  defeat.  Our  lines  ap- 
proached the  first  fort  under  fire.  At  the  proper  time  the  charge  was 
sounded,  and  in  a  few  moments  Col.  Morton  with  his  regiment  and  its 
Hag,  was  in  possession  of  first  fort.  He  immediately  began  forming 
for  the  charge  and  capture  of  the  second  fold.     John  Hart  man,  of  Co.  F, 
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was  standard  -bearer,  and  Col.  II.  in  the  excitement- of  the  moment  and 
without  t nought,  snatched  the  flag  from  the  hands  of  the  bearer  and 
wiiile  waving  it  eailed  on  the  men  to  rally  on  the  colors.  Comrade  Hart- 
man  loved  the  Hag.  and  pleadingly  asked  Horton  to  give  it  back  to  him. 
A  tew  minutes  later  that  Hag  was  llrml)  planted  on  the  ramparts  of  sec- 
ond tort,  with  its  bearer,  Lover  and  defender,  dead  at  its  staif  !  He  had 
given  his  comrades  an  object  lesson  of  devotion  to  the  llag. 

Tile  question  may  properly  be  asked,  What  has  been  gained  by  the 
lessons  of  loyalty  taught  and  the  sacrifice  made  by  these  men'?  Let  me 
answer  by  saying,  a  union  of  states  indivisible,  a  nation  strong  and  com- 
plete. And  what  of  the  nation  in  it.-,  entirety"?  Allow  me  to  answer  by 
comparison,  showing  the  magnificent,  proportions  of  our  country  when 
compared  with  that  of  others.  Grecian  civilization  was  wrought  out  on 
a  smaller  territory  than  the  State  of  Iowa.  Home  on  a  smaller  territo- 
ry than  Colorado.  Egypt  on  a  smaller  territory  than  Dakota.  Assyria 
on  a  smaller  territory  than  California.  Babylon  on  a  smaller  territory 
than  Indiana,  and  all  the  civilizations  of  antiquity  together  on  a  small- 
er territory  than  the  state  of  Texas.  What  then  must  be  the  future  of 
Mich  a  country,  and  what  must  be  the  grand  proportions  of  a  civilization 
which  demands  such  a  continent  as  this  for  its  arena.  Let  us  consider 
the  capacity- of  this  country  for  population.  There  are  thirteen  times 
as  many  iniiabi taats  to  the  square  miles  in  France  as  in  this  country; 
fifteen  timjsas  many  in  Germany;  seventeen  in  Italy  ;  twenty  times  as 
m  my  in  Great  Britain  ;  twenty-two  times  as  many  in  India,  ami  twen- 
ty-live times  as  many  in  Belgium.  If  this  country  were  inhabited  as 
tuiokly  as  France,  all  Europe  would  have  to  be  depopulated  for  that  pur- 
It  >se;  an  I  if  it  were  as  thickly  populated  as  Belgium,  it  would  depopu- 
late the  rest  of  the  world  in  order  to  furnish  the  people— showing  how 
gran  lly  magnificent  are  the  proportions  of  the  arena  which  by  the  loy- 
alty and  sjlf-sacrillce  of  the  Union  soldier  has  been  saved  to  future  gen- 
erations, and  upon  which,  as  I  believe,  God  proposes  the  grandest  social 
problems  shall  be  solved. 

Now,  sir,  by  the  authority  given  me  by  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry 
Veteran  Association,  the  members  of  which  were  active  participants  in 
the  great  war  drama,  the  results  of  which  gave  to  this  and  future  gen- 
erations these  vast  proportions  and  possibilities,  and  for  them  1  thank 
you,  and  through  you  the  people  of  this  city,  for  this  splendid  reception 
and  cordial  welcome. 

The  ' -Coffee-Cooler"  Quartette, of  C.  IT.  Huntley  Post,  consisting  of 
Comrades  11.  1.  Smith,  s.  II.  Butterbaugh,  Alba  Milter  and  \\r.  A,  Bur- 
nap,  then  brought  down  the  house,  and  encore,  by  singing  "We  Old 
Boys,  with  walk  around  chorus. 

Comrade  John  Lu  Taylor,  of  Co.  M,  now  residing  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
then  ren  lered  a  Hue  recitation,  which  was  warmly  applauded. 

Comrade  Will.  Ed.  Tucker,  of  Company  I,  was  next  called,  and  in 
words  of  earnest  eloquence,  briefly  addressed  his  old  comrades  of  '01  to 
'■65.  if  had  been  his  one  paramount  desire,  the  wish  of  his  heart  ever 
since  the  war  closed,  to  have  his  old  regiment  hold  a  reunion  in    Mason 
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City.  That  desire  was  now  being  gratified;  but  in  looking  into  the 
faces  of  the  old  boys  before  him,  lie  noted  with  regret  the  absence  of  a 
number  of  the  dear  old  comrades  who  were  with  us  at  the  last  reunion, 

and  who  had  been  expected  at 
this  meet  ins:.  Among  this  num- 
ber, and  most  regrd  ted  of  all, 
was  our  loved  old  Commander, 
GEN.  Uatus  E.  Coon,  who,  from 
his  far  away  home  on  the  Pacific 
coast,  bad  been,  at  the  last  mo- 
ment, obliged  to  send  bis  regrets 
at  being  unable  to  be  with  us.— 
But,  as  the  next  best  substitute 
for  his  living  presence,  comrade 
r-f    Tucker  was  happ\  in    being  able 


^   ^  |to 


.  m'- 


,  ^s  to  present,  appropriately  draped 
in  -Old  Glory,"  a  magnificent 
life-size  bust  likeness  of  the  old 
I  lei'o.  ( Jen"!  Coon—  loaned  for  the 
occasion  by  a  sister  of  the  Gen,'l, 
Mrs.  II.  G.  Parker,  of  this  city. 
As  the  well  known  features  were 
wnm.  ed.  tucker,  company  _;;  i/"     unveiled,  a  swell  of  enthusiastic, 

thrilling  applause  went  up  from   the   warm-hearte  1   comrades,  well  at- 
testing their  love  for  absent  Commander 

W.  E.  Ensign,  of  Mason  City  then  sang  in  line  voice  a  grand  solo, 
•'Who'll  Save  the  Left?*'  a  piece  that,  awakened  in  the  minds  of  the 
boys  the  thrilling  scenes  of  long  ago. 

Then  was  introduced  that  well  preserved  specimen  of  the  happy 
trooper,  Comrade  II.  E.  Jones,  ("Curley")  of  Co.  I,  whose  home  is  in  El- 
mira,  N.  V..  and  after  a  brief  witty  preface  he  brought  down  the  house 
wit  h  rounds  of  applause  for  his 

■■  BOOTS    AND   SADDLES.'" 

'•Every  man  a1  the  beginning  doth  set  forth  good  wine,  and  when 
men  have  well  drunk,  then  that  which  is  worse" — 101  h  verse,  2nd  chap- 
ter of  the  Gospel  according  to  St.  John.  The  Second  Iowa  <  'avalry  Vet- 
eran Association,  following  the  custom  in  vogue  so  many  years  ago  and 
recorded  in  holy  writ,  at  lie  beginning  set  forth  good  wine  native  ami 
foreign  wine.  And  now  that  men  are  well  drunk,  with  ''feast  of  reason 
and  blow  of  soul,"  I  hey  otter  yon  "that  which  is  worse, "  and  to  me,  who 
would  fain  press  to  your  lips  "nectar  lit  for  the  gods,''  is  assigned  the 
dm  y  of  offering  you  t  his  inferior  wine. 

Tin;  nundinal  ion  of  boots,  saddles  ant  I  horse  constitute  what  is  call- 
ed in  cavalry  and  equestrian  parlance  a  "mount,"  but  do  not  think  be- 
cause I  have  quoted  scripture  to  you  that  1  am  going  to  give  you  a  * 'Ser- 
mon on  t  he  Mount. " 

('  id  ike  l  he  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me.  I  am  obliged  to  bring" 
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my  thoughts  to  you  on  paper.  Were  I  a  lawyer,  or  a  doctor,  or  a  minis- 
ter, this  need  not  be.  I  came  near  being  a  lawyer,  but  I  reformed  in 
time.  How  a  man  who  is  scarred  by  bullet  and  sabre  as  I  am  can  relate 
a  three  years"  service  in  ten  minutes' time,  passes  my  comprehension. 
When  £  mentioned  this  to  the  committee  they  told  me  in  tones  that 
could  not  be  misunderstood  that  they  thought  I  could  relate  my  experi- 
ence in  less  than  ttMi  minutes.  I  have  bad  some  experience  with  ••boots 
and  saddles."  L  have  been  worn  by  both  ;  I  have  been  lacerated  in 
reelings,  in  ilesh  by  both,  and  a  burnt  child  is  said  to  dread  the  lire,  by 
reason  of  physical  pain  en  lured,  so  1,  on  the  same  principle.,  even  after 
thirty  years  have  elapsed,  dread  ••boots  and. saddles. "  A  vivid  but  com- 
ic il  r/jcolleetioa  comes  to  me  in  regard  to  this  subject,  the  midnight  at- 
tack by  the  enemy.  While  we  were  cnj  tying  the  sleep  of  the  just  and 
virtuous  the  sharp  bugle  call  of  "Hoots  and  Saddles,"  the  rushing  about 
of  four  men  in  each  of  the  small,  dark  tents,  the  hurried  donning  of 
clothes,  the  llrst  they  can  lay  liandson,  the  buckling  on  of  the  sabre  belt 
with  cartridge  box  and  revolver,  the  grasping  of  trusty  carbine,  the  low 
but  eager  command  of  the  Orderly  Sergeant  as  lie  passes  from  lent  to 
tent,  "Saddle  up,  boys,  saddle  up;"'  the  rush  to  the  saddle  rack  and  to 
the  picket  rope— when  from  a  tent  comes  the  voice  of  some  laggard,  in 
" Who  in  h — it's  got  my  boots  onV"  The  average  government  cavalry 
boot  was  n  ;ver  troubled  with  •ails, ';  they  were  large  enough  for  the  lar- 
gest man  and  small  enough  for  the  smallest  boy. 

With  my  sa  Idle  I  formed  a  very  ••close1'  attachment.  When  1  en- 
tered the  service  in  the  summer  of  LSG1,  1  was  very  much  like  unto  a  lo- 
comotive engine— with  a  ••it'u. lei-  behind."  Among  the  tirsi  things 
thev  gave  me  was  a  "McClellan"  saddle,  and  Oh.  how  many  times  I 
wished  Mr.  McClellan  ha.l  his  old  saddle!  I  would  have  been  willing 
even  I  )  have  given  il  to  (Jen.  Top"  for  his  headquarters.  It  was  made 
of  hard  wood,  cushioned  with  raw-hide  stretched  tightly  over  its  sur- 
face—"only  this  and  nothing  more."  I  have  often  after  a  day's  ride  of 
two  or  three  hundred  miles,  or  less,  on  that  saddle  (hunting  rebels  that 
were  n  it  lost)  felt  so  much  a  part  and  .parcel  of  that  saddle  that  1  found 
it  very  difficult  t  >  part  with  it;  fin'  separation  if  not  affecting  was  quite 
painful,  perhaps  not  to  the  saddle.  One  day  I  was. relieved  of  much 
physical  suite  ring  of  this  nature.  I  had  purchased  a  bottle  of  whiskey 
to  be  used  as  a  liniment  on  my  horse,  which  was  suffering  from  rheuma- 
tism, lieart  disease  and  chronic  diarrhoea.  I  had  just  dismounted  for 
the  purpose  of  applying  a  little  more  of  the  remedy  when  my  captain 
came  along,  and  after  confiscating  my  medicine,  (he  said  his  horse  was 
troubled  with  the  same  disease)  he  ordered  me  to  practice  infantry  tac- 
tics by  taking  up  a  'line'of  march  in  the  rear  of  a  baggage  wagon,  one 
end  of  said  'line'  being  hitched  to  the  wagon  and  the  other  end  tied  to 
me.  L  should  not  have  minded  this  so  much  and  could  have  forgiven 
bis  I'll  leness  to  a  free-born  American  cil  bam.  bul  it  •■galled"  me  to  have 
that  McClellan  saddle  taken  from  my  horse  and  transferred  to  m\  back, 
for  I  was  a  brave  soldier,  and  could  not  bear  anything  so  suggestive 
of  the  "rear." 

As  the  years  of  the  war  rolled  on  there  came  a  hardness  of  feeling 
between  me  and  my  saddle,  u  ■•callous"  feeling,  so  to  speak',  which  by 
the  way  served  me  a  good  turn  one  night  after  the  war,  when  the  fath- 
er of  the  girl  I  was  courting  followed  me  rather  Loo  closely  for  comfort 
as  1  hastily  took  my  departure  from  his  I  Kane  by  the  fro  id  door,  the  re- 
sult of  iny  long  close  intimacy  with  my  saddle  alleviated  in  some  degree 
I  he  suffering  result  iug  from  a  close  i 111  imac\  with  a  "boot. " 

Closely  identiiied  with  ''bootsand   saddles"  comes   thai    "unwept. 
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unliouored  and  unsung"  liero  of  the  war,  the  cavalry  horse,  indisponsible 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  he  performed  his  humble  services  without 
complaining,  and  that  nis  sufferings  were  as  great  if  not  greater  than 
that  or  his  rider,  and  that  he  laid  down  his  life  just  as  willingly  when 
occasion  required,  is  well  known  to  every  veteran.  (Jo  back  as  Car  in 
history  as  we  may,  we  llnd  a  note  of  the  noble  deeds  and  heroic  achieve- 
ments of  horses  in  war.  In  a  cursory  sketch  of  this  kind  we  can  only 
make  mention  of  a  few  equine  celebrities  which  have  achieved  world- 
wide fame.  The  "Arabian."  known  as  the  "fleet wings  of  the  desert." 
The  "wild  horse  of  Tartary" — of  circus  fame.  The  "wooden  horse''  of 
ancient  Troy.  The  sky-climbing  "Tegassus"  of  the  Arabian  Nights,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  livery-horse,  the  clothes-horse,  the  saw-horse,  and 
"horse-and-horse."  There  was  a  breed  known  to  army  contractors  as 
"any-kind-of-a-horse. "  This  was  the  animal  usually  furnished  the  cav- 
alry. They  were  marked  with  tin.1  contractor's  initials,  U.  S.,  which 
mevait  ''Ungodly  Sinner."  "There  was  a  horse  to  be  met  with  in  the  in- 
fant ry  camps  ;  he  was  tall  and  gaunt,  he  received  no  rations  or  forage 
from  the  Quartermaster ;  he  never  ate.  I  have  seen  live  or  six  men 
mounted  on  such  a  horse  at  one  time,  their  ancles  tied  together  to  pre- 
vent them  from  dismounting  without  orders,  while  a  guard  walked  to 
and  fro  near  by  to  see  that  tney  rode  properly.  1  had  several  horses  in 
the  war,  but  the  horse  that  i  liked  the  best  was  the  "horse  that  smelled 
the  battle  afar  oil"— -the  farther  the  better.  The  cavalry  horse  was  not 
appreciated  in  camp.  The  time  and  I  rouble  expended  in  his  care,  which 
was  a  compulsory  duty  and  consumed  much,  valuable  time  that  might 
otherwise  have  been  devoted  to  a  quiet  game  of  "draw,"  was  a  constant 
source  of  disgust  to  his  fellow  sufferer,  the  soldier.  In  consequence  he 
acquired  so  many  appellations,  rendered  forcible  by  adjectives  of  brim- 
stone hue,  as  to  render  his  identity  a  matter  of  speculation  even  to  him- 
self. It  was  on  the  long  inarches  that  his  value  was  recognized  ;  then  it 
was  woe  to  the  man  that  did  not  cherish  his  horse  as  tne  apple  of  his 
eye,  for  a  cruel,  vigilant,  relentless  enemy  was  ever  hovering  in  the  rear 
of  the  inarching  column.  In  sounding  the  praises  of  the  cavalry  horse 
we  must  not  forget  his  brother  of  the  artillery,  or  his  long-eared  cousin 
on  the  mother's  side,  the  "brevet  horse"'  of  army  wagon  lame  ;  his  rela- 
tive, the  -'jackass,"  was  not  a  war  necessity,  although  he  was  ably  rep- 
resented on  numerous  occasions,  even  to  the  extent  of  commanding  a 
company,  a  regiment  or  a  brigade.  Sometimesawarhor.se  is  called  a 
'•charger.''  I  had  a  charger  once.  lie  charged  a  whole  battery,  entire- 
ly without  orders.  In  fact  1  did  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  him;  1  i'e.t 
s  irry  for  my  noble  charger,  for  "he  never  came  back."  I  have  seen  lots 
of  cavalry  charges— in  the  illustrated  papers.  But  there  was  a  being  iu 
the  army  that  could  out-charge  a  "charger."  It  was  the  "Sutler."  lie 
charged  me  three  dollars  once  for  a  bottle  of  whiskey,  small  bottle  at 
that.  There  was  a  bond  of  fellowship  between  a  cavalryman  and  his 
horse,  cemented  by  their  constant  companionship  ami  mutual  suffering. 
My  horse  and  I  had  many  things  iu  common,  lie  never  shirked  his  du- 
ly; neither  did  1.  lie  was  never  looking  for  a  detail  as  company  clerk; 
neither  was  I.  He  joined  the  service  expecting  all  tin1  'stern'  realities 
in  war;  so  did  I.  lb;  never  went  to  the  rear  when  the  battle  was  on.  to 
see  if  the  chaplain  had  a  lei  ter  for  him;  neither  did  1.  When  he  enlist- 
ed he  did  not  jump  any  bounties  ;  neither  did  I.  When  the  war  was 
over  he  did  not  expect  any  pension  ;  alas!  neither  do  I.  lie  did  not 
tear  himself  away  from  his  best  girl,  leaving  with  her  his  tin-type,  with 
a  back' ground  of  dismantled  guns  and  Hags,  and  a  foreground  of  dead  gen- 
erals in  full  uniforms,  as  I  did,  only  to  llnd  on  my  return  that  she  had 
married  a  fellow  who  staid  at  home,     lie   received   a  grooming  twice  a 
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day;  well,  mine  would  average  that— that  was  when  the  captain  would 
comb  me  down.  1  would  oiten  .share  with  him  my  ration  of  corn  or 
beans,  and  hi1  would  as  willingly  share  with  me  his  ration  of  hay  ;  but 
we  never  ''drank  t'roiu  the  sumo  canteen" — he  belonged  to  the  temper- 
mice  society.  There  was  this  difference  between  us.  that  while  the 
dumb  animal  received  only  his  rations  of  forage  lor  his  services,  with 
perhaps  a  little  liniment  thrown  in  now  and  then  lor  his  off  hind  spavin, 
the  "human  animal"  received,  besides  his  forage,  $13  a  month  for  stop- 
piny  rebel  bullets. 

The  '-history  of  the  war"  is  nearly  all  written,  but  while  the  broken 
and  wavering  ranks  of  the  veterans  are  siowly  but  surely  closing-  up  to- 
wards the  great  unknown,  the  sto.iesof  the  Held  and  camp  lose  notning 
of  th  sir  interest,  n  >t  to  mention  the  improvements  and  additions  wro't 
into  them  by  the  play  of  vivid  imaginations  all  down  through  these 
many  years. 

1  call  to  mind  memories  dim  and  shadowy  of  stories  told  me  in  my 
childhood  days  by  survivors  of  our  Kevoiul  ionary  struggle,  and  can  real- 
ize that  as  iii  the  child's  hearts  o.  those  days.  So  now  the  plastic  mind 
of  the  rising  generation  receives  its  inspirations  of  patriotism  while  lis- 
tening in  awe  stricken  wonder  to  the  rehearsal  of  its  veteran  sires.  So, 
in  the  long  winter  evenings,  when  at  my  humble  hearthstone  1  light  my 
pipj  and  surround  the  cheerful  bia/.e  of  the  kerosene  stove,  and  the  lit- 
he toddlers  hang  aroun  I  my  chair*  wrapt  in  attention  to  those  stirring 
tales  o.' war,  their  wide  open  eyes  see  plainly  in  the  curling  wreaths  of 
sin  »ke  the  lields  of  deadly  carnage  where  I  wailed  knee  deep  in  blood  up 
to  the  very  mouths  oi'  the  belching  cannon.  My  guns  that  gave  voice 
I  i  the  c  ciiiuu  uh  roar  of  musketry  th.it  1  poured  into  the  enemy's  ranks; 
the  Hash  oi  the  pistols  that  I  drew  (in  a  lottery),  and  the  scintillating 
sparks  from  my  sword,  as  it  spvrig  from  its  scabbard,  and  swung  from 
my  arm  of  iron  in  dazzling  circ.es  decapitated  whole  platoons  of  the  en- 
eaiy's  chivalry.  The  fa. tn  in  my  prowess  cannot  lie  shaken,  and  they 
firmly 'believe  that  the  destiny  of  this  nation  rested  on  me  alone,  and 
that  ha  I  the  tender  of  my  services  been  overlooked  by  Mr.  Lincoln  the 
war  would  hive  been  a  failure  and  as  innocent  of  gore  and  no  more  .ex- 
citing than  a  militia  training.  The  equine  constituent  of  war  times  is 
no  mure;  even  its  bones  that  for  many  years  marked  in  gleaming  white 
the  buttle  lines  and  strewed  the  roadways  of  advancing  and  retreating 
hosts  for  miles  and  miles,  a  monument  shocking  to  the  sensibilities  as 
commemorative  to  the  brutal  cruelty  of  war  are  seen  no  more. 

We  can  never  forget  the  soldier  heroes  with  whom  we  touched  el- 
bows, who  are  gone;  and  as  year  by  year  our  footsteps  growing  less  Arm 
lead  us  nearer  and  nearer  to  them,  and  more  tender  grows  the  senti- 
ment which  prompts  us  to  scatter  Mowers  upon  their  'graves—  let  us  give 
passing  thought  and  drop  a  tear  in  memory  of  the  patient  dumb  hero 
wiio  also  gave  his  strenth  and  life  "thai  the  nat  ion  might  live."  May 
there  be  no  cruel  bits  or  spurs,  no  lariats  or  picket  ropes  -no  •"boots  and 
saddles"  in  the  horse  heaven  where  he  is  at  rest;  maybe  enjoy  full 
measures  of  grain  and  roam  at  will  in  pastures  that  are  green  and  fresh 
forever." 

As  the  applause  which  followed  this  paper  subsided,  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Moore,  in  fine  voice  and  impressive  manner  sang  "Vive  la  America," 
elicit  ing  hearty  applause. 

Comrade  Will.  Ed.  Tucker,  then  by  request,    in  graphic  manner  re- 
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told  t lie  '"Sock  Coffee"  story,  which  was  received   with   much   laughter 
and  applause. 

Then  came  1  he  address  of  the  evening,  by  Col.  C.  C.  Morton,  one  of 
the  most  eloquent,  loyal  and  forcible  speeches  ever  tieard  in  this  city. 

con.   iioiiton's  address. 
Mr.  President,  Comrade*),  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

When  1  was  notified  In  our  Secretary  a  few  clays  since  that  I  must 
be  prepared  to  make  a  short  talk  on  this  occasion,  1  began  casting  a  bout 
for  a  subject,  and  n  occurred  to  me  that al  tins  tune,  wnen  there  is  such 
a  general  discussion  of  pension  matters  in  general,  and  of  pensioueis 
in  particular,  and  that  too  in  a  spirit  mat  often  reflects  upon  cue  honor 
and  patriotism  of  every  true  soldier,  and  when  so  mam  oi  our  comrades 
have  received  notice  that  their  pension  stands  suspended  until  they 
shall  again  show  their  rights  thereto,  it  would  be  in  ord  -v  for  us  to  de- 
vote a  few  moments  to  Uie  consideration  of'  the  subject. 

While  much  of  this  adverse  criticism  is  inspired  b}'  that  same  spir- 
it of  disloyalty  that  led  these  trad ucers  to  oppose  every  new  measure 
looking  to  t  he  triumph  of  the  union  army  during  the  late  war;  who  have 
now  turned  with  all  the  old-time  venom  to  the  aouse  of  the  union  vete- 
ran, who  saved  the  nation  in  spite  of  their  opposition.  If  is  also  true 
that  very  many  of  those  who  have  joined  in  tne  hue  and  cry  against  our 
pensioners  have  been  led  to  do  so  tnrough  a  misapprehension  or  misun- 
derstanding of  tiie  pensioners  and  workings  of  tne  pension  laws,  and  ig- 
norance as  to  the  close  senium  and  critical  exam. nation  to  which  the 
claimant  and  his  testimony  is  subjected  before  his  ciaim  can  be  ad- 
mitted. 

The  Pension  System  of  the  V.  S.  was  inaugurated  as  early  as  June 
2G,  1 7 7 < > ,  when  by  resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress,  provision  was. 
made  for  such  of  our  soldiers  as  sin  mid  become  disabled  during  tne  Rev- 
olutionary War.  and  this  system,  thus  early  inaugurate:!,  of  coring  for 
our  country's  defenders,  lias  grown  in  its  provisions  by  additional  legis- 
lation as  t  he  times  and  public  sent  i men!,  have  seemed  to  demand,  until 
it  now  stands  as  the  proudest  monument,  of  a  Nat  ion's  gral  dole. 

Under  the  provisions  of  what  is  known  as  the  General  Pension  Law, 
all*  honorably  discharged  union  soldiers  who  ;.ie  1 1  m  i.iicni- 
ly  disabled  to  a  pensionable  degree  by  reason  of  woun  Is.  injury  or  dis- 
ease incurred  in  service,  or  in  due  of  duty,  or  who  suiter  from  disease  or 
disability  which  can  be  accepted  as  the  pal  heological  sequence  of  wound, 
injury  or  sickness  contracted  in  ervice  and  line  of  duty,  if  they  be  able 
to  establish  origin  in  service,  existence  at,  and  continuance  since  dis- 
charge, are  entitled  to  a  pension  ranging  from  $2  to  $72  per  mouth. 

finder  the  Act  of  '02,  a  rating  of  total  disability,  gives  to  an  enlist- 
ed man  $8  per  month.  2nd  lieut.  145,  )>i  lieut.  $17.  capf.  $20,  major  $25, 
lieut.  colonel  and  all  above  t  hat  rank  $30  per  month;  and  this  is  the  only 
(dass  wherin  disl  inction  is  made  on  account  of  rank. 

Under  the  Art  of  June  27th,  1890,  all  honorably  discharged  soldiers 
who  served  for  1)0  days  and  are  suffering  by  reason  of  mental  or  physical 
disability,  not  the  result  of  their  own  vicious  ha  bits,  even  t  hough  such 
disability  has  been  incurred  since  service,  are  entitled  to  a  pension  rang- 
ing from  $5  to  $12  per  month. 

'Phis  is  a  brief  statement  as  to  the  general  pension  laws  personally 
affecting  soldiers. 

For  convenience  and  system  in  adjudication,  t he  Pension  Office  has 
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■  arranged  different  disabilities  into  grades;  and  congress  has  by  special 
legislation  made  specific  ratings  for  specific  disabilities,  such  as  loss  of 
oiii.' or  both  hands,  or  arms,  one  or  both  feet,- or  legs,  loss  of  both  eyes, one 
or  more  lingers.  Total  in  1st  grade  gives  $72,  and  the  disability  must 
be  equivalent  to  loss  of  both  eyes,  or  both  feet,  or  hands.'  Total  in  2nd 
grade  gives  $45  per  -mouth,  and  the  disability  must  be  loss  of  arm  above 
elbow,  or  leg  above  knee,  or  a  disability  equivalent  l  hereto:  while  total 
in  3rd  grade  gives  $"J(J  for  loss  of  hand  or  foot.  Specific  disabilities  are 
used  asa  measure  by  which  to  rata  other  disabilities. 

The  term  "total  disability,"  as  used  by  the  pension  bureau,  is  mis- 
leading, and  is.  I  believe.,  responsible  for  much  of  the  reckless  talk' and 
sweeping  charges  of  fraa.  I  so  prevalent  at  this  time.  One  of  your  sol- 
dier acquaintances  is,  you  learn,  receiving  a  pension  of  $S  per  month  for 
i.  )lal  disability.  Vou  sea  him  every  day,  and  know  that  he  performs  a 
very  considerable  amount  of  labor,  and  believing  thai  total  disability 
m  'a ris  that  lie  is  entirely  disabled  to  perform  manual  labor.  You  natu- 
rally conclude  that  there  is  something  wrong,  and  "you  begin  to  de- 
nounce Uini  as  it.  fraud.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  total  in  this  case 
does  not  mean  totalis  unable  to  labor,  but  is  used  simply  to  denote  a 
c  irtafn  degree  of  disability  in  the  different -grading,  b'or  instance,  total 
i.i  1st  grade  means  much  more  than  inability  to  labor,  it  means  help- 
lessness, requiring  the  services  of  an  alien  knit.  Total  in  2nd  graue 
me.ins  losi  of  an  arm  ab  »ve  elb  >w.  or  an  equivalent  disability;  while  to- 
i  .1  in  ,'}rd  giu  le  is  for  loss  of  han  1  or  font,  or  soma  disability  equi  \  a  lent 
t,  ie,v).  And  this,  you  know,  would  not  render  certain  kinds  of  labor 
impossible.  So  you  see  how  easily  one  may  make  a  mistake'  in  this 
m  it  ;er. 

I  u  rating  a  disability  the  question  is  not,  how  much  labor  does  1  he 
soldier  actually  perform?  but  rather  is  such  labor  performed  ai  a  disad- 
v;vnt:vgey  and  if  so,  at  how  great  a  disadvantaged  -  To  illustrate  :  1  once 
kn  sw  a  soldier  who  had  lost  his  left  arm.  and  yet,  with  an  axe  made  to 
order,  lie  could  and  did  with  his  good  right  arm,  cut  more  wood  then 
tin  average  .man  could  accomplish;. and  yet  I  think  no  one  would  deny 
his  right  to  the  specific  rat  ing  for  loss  of  arm.  Again,  there  are  obscure 
disabilities  of  which,  even  intimate  friends  may  have  no  knowledge.— 
This  e!a  is  of  pensioners  perhaps  suffer  from  unjust  crit  icisin  more  t  ban 
any  ot  her. 

A  Pew  years  since  i  was  called  in  my  official  capacity  as  Special  Rx- 
aminer  of  the  Pension  Office,  to  a  town  in  central  Ills.  I  had.beenat 
the  hotel  bat  a  shori  time  when  I  was  called  upon  by  three  representa- 
tive men  of  t  he  plac  \  who  called  my  attention  to  what  t  hey  were  pleas- 
ed to  call  a  flagrant  case  fraud.  A  soldier  was  drawing  a  pension  who 
wa<  in  n  »  way  disabletl.  When  asked  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disability 
for  which  pensioned,  they  were  notable  to  say,  but  were  ready  to  swear 
that  lie  was  a  fraud,  .lust  then  the  soldier  was  poihtvd  old  as  lie  cross- 
ed the  st  reet .  giving  me  a  good  View  of  his  face.  Turn  in;:  '(l  Ids  accus- 
ers I  said:  "Gentlemen,  from  my  knowledge  of  human  nature  1  do  not 
believe  this  soldier  would  swear  to  a  lie  for  a  pension,  and  I.  also  read 
in  Ids  proud  and  determined  bearing  an  eil'orl  to  keep  from  limping." 
"Vis,  bul  we  Is  now  In-  is  ;i  fraud,  and  want  you  to  do  your  duty."  Tak- 
ing one  of  them  by  the  arm,  and  calling  on  ihc  others  to  follow,  I  led 
the  way  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Hoard  of  lCxamining  "Sur- 
geons. Introducing  myself,  I  asked  him  if  he  had  examined  this  sol- 
di t.  lb  reference  if)  his  records  ii  appeared  thai  he  had  been  wound- 
ed in  bo  tli  thighs,  that  gangrene  had  set  in,  and  the  muscles  of  both  legs 
were  almost  gone.     '•Doctor,   is  thai  record   correct?"     "What  do  you 
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mean  by  asking  such  a  question?  Are  you  here  to  investigate  this 
claim?"  1  replied,  "No,  sir;  but  hero  are  three  of  your  citizens  wno 
are  ready  to  swear  that  he  is  a  fraud."  Turning  on  them  with  a  mighty 
oath,  "You  have  wronged  a  man  who  stands  head  and  shoulders  auove 
you  all,  and  you  have  accused  the  medicaj  examiners  of  being  rasea.s 
and  untrue-to  their  trust.  '  Then  tne  three  declared  that  tney  wornd 
not  sieep  until  they  had  begged  tne  man's  pardon  ior  the  greac  wrong 
they  had  done  him. 

I  have  an  acquaintance  in  Whiteside  Co.,  111.,  a  gallant  soldier,  a 
captain  of  an  Iowa  Co.,  who  draws  a  pension  of  $ii4  per  month  for  gun 
shot  wound.  A  lew  years  ago  he  was  a  candidate  lor  sheriff,  on  uie 
democratic  ticket.  It  had  oeen  rumored  for  some  Lime  that  his  wound 
was  but  a  mere  scratch,  and  my  republican  friends  were  trying  to  beat 
him  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  the  pension  tie  v\as  diaw 
ing.  lien.  McM.illin,  wlic^you  will  remember  as  commanding  a  brigade 
under  (.Jen.  A.  J.  Smith  at  Nashville,  was  the  Special  iv\;uniu  •!' oi  mat 
district,  and  hearing  of  t  in1  charge  of  fraud,  caned  on  the  \  ;  pL  and  ask- 
ed him  to  show  him  the  wound  .or  which  he  was  pensioned.  "Certain- 
ly." And  the  Capt,  showed  him  a  sore  on  one  aukie  about  as  large  as  a 
half  dollar.  "Is  that  what  you  draw  a  pension  on?"  "\\  ell,  is  n  t  that 
enough?  If  you  want  it  you  may  have  it  all  for  $12.50."  And  that- is 
all  the  satisfaction  the  General  got.  and  returning  to  Sterling  he  found 
the  Examing  Surgeon  and  denounced  him  lor  bemg  a  part)  to  such  a 
fraud,  and  threatened  dismissal.  At  this  point  the  Llipt.wa.-5  driving  by 
and  was  called  in  by  the  Doctor.  "1  warn  you  to  show  the  General  \uur 
wound,'''  and  the  Capt,  began  to  roll  up  his  trousers,  to  show  the  sore  on 
ankle,  but  the  doctor  stopped  him  witn,  "Not  that;  show  the- wound  en 
thighs."  And  a  wound  was  disclosed  very  similar  to  the  one  just  de- 
scribed. Chagrined  at,  his  position,  the  Gen'i  exomimed  :  "Capt.,  why 
in  h — 11  didn't  you  show  me  that  this  morning.-'''  '1  lie  Capt.  replied, 
"Because  1  do  not  have  to  go  around  showing  my  sore  leg  to  over)  d— n 
foot  in  the  country !"  And  ne  was  right.  Alter  having  hied  his  claim 
and  having  complied  with  the  law,  ail  the  requirements  oi  the  Tension 
Bureau,  one  does  not  have  to  groan  and  nmp,  and  exhibit  himself  to  ev- 
ery one.  lie  has  a  right  to  be  proudly  silent.  And  the  man  whogioans 
the  loudest  is  not  always  tin.1  one  who  suiters  most. 

v  There  is  no  question  hut  what  there  are  numerous  cases  where  pen- 
sions have  been  acquired  through  fraud.  It  could  not  be  otherwise,  even 
though  for  twenty  years  the  agents  of  the  pension  office  have  been  in- 
vestigating charges  of  fraud,  and  have  stricken  hundreds  from  the  rolls. 
But  they  were  and  are  but-  a  drop  in  the  bucket,  and  such  cases  are  rare- 
ly found  outside  the  ranks  of  the  cowardly  skulkers,  with  which  every 
regiment  was  cursed,  and  of  which  number  each  company  had  its  quota. 
Comrade  ,  you  will,  1  believe,  bear  tne  out  in  saying  that  taking  one  reg- 
iment with  another  these  skulkers  in  eieh  cunpa.iy  cjuld  bj  counted 
on  the  thumb  and  lingers 'of  one  hand;  and  wjien  fraud  has  actually 
been  perpetrated  if  is  in  a,  majority  of  cases  traceable  to  1  he  rascality  of 
some  unscrupulous  pension  attorney.  'The  brave,  true  men  who  per- 
formed their  duty  under  each  and  cm'ix  circumstance,  whether  on  the 
lonely  picket  post  or  the -weary  march;  on  the  hotly  contested  battle 
line,  or  in  the  reckless,  daring  sabre  charge,  are  not  (he  kind  of  men  to 
perjure  themselves  for  a  paltry  pension.  .And  here  let  me  say  that  no 
class  of  citizens  are  more  earnest  in  their  denunciations  of  fraudulent 
pensions  than  the  soldiers  themselves,  and  none  have  rendered  more  ef- 
ficient aid  to  t  he  government    in  bringing  the   guilty  parties  to  justice. 
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If  pension  legislation  has  been  too  liberal,  charge  it  not  to  greed  or  fraud 
on  the  part  of  the  soldier,  but  rather  to  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  the 
high  sense  of  honor  and  justice  abounding  in  the  hearts  of  a  loyal  and  a 
grateful  people. 

It  is  true  that  the  pension  roll  has  grown  to  vast  proportions,  butwe 
do  not  forget  that  it  required  a  vast  army-yes,  the  "Grand  Army  of  the 
Keptiblic,"  to  save  the  Nat  ion,  and  to  vouchsafe  to  us  the  happiness  and 
prosperity  we  have  enjoyed. 

Turn  back  with  me  for  a  moment,  if  you  will,  to  the  dark  days  of 
July  '(>-.  when  doubt  hung  like  a  pall  over  the  land  ;  when  the  mighty 
chieftain  Grant,  and  the  brave  ami  invincible  Sherman,  with  that  grand 
army  of  the  northwest  were  investing  Vicksburg;  when  that  splendid 
army  oi  Virginia,  under  the  great  Captains.  Lee  and  Stonewall  Jackson, 
had  invaded  Pennsylvania  a$d  were  marching  on  Washington  ;  and 
when  the  north,  with  blanched  cheeks,  mid  palsied  wit  h  fear  lest,  t  ha t 
magnificent  army  of  the  Potomac,  under  the  gallant  Mead  and  the  su- 
pero  Hancock  should  fail  to  drive  back  or  even  held  in  cheek  the  rebel 
hordes".  Imagine  the  situation  if  in  that  supreme  crisis  when  the  life 
of  the  nation  was  hanging  in  the  balance,  it'  the  union  armies  as  one 
man  had  refused  longer  to  risk  their  lives  in  battle,  even  to  save  the  na- 
tion, and  had  resolved  to  turn  their  hacks  toward  the  enemy  and  march 
for  home  and  loved  ones.  O,  what  a  wail  of  exhortation  and  entreaty 
would  have  greeted  their  ears!  "Oh,  Soldiers,  halt  and  turn  back!  Re- 
member that  you  are  Americans!  lie  true  to  your  trust!  Do  your 'duty 
I  his  one.1:  save  us  from  invasion;  save  the  nation:  and  with  the  Hag  tri- 
umphant, call  upon  us  for  whatever  you  will  ;  command  us,  even  to  the 
half  of  our  kingdom,  and  it  shall  be  yours!"  'There  would  have  been  no 
caviling  about  pensions  then.  But  the  boys  in  blue  did  not  falter  ;  they 
did  not  turn  their  backs  upon  the  enemy.  They  did  not  forget  that 
they  were  American  Soldiers!  They  did  not  refuse  to  die  for  their  coun- 
try and  their  flag!  And  by  their  supreme  courage,  and  by  their  blood, 
they  rent  a  rift  in  the  dark  pall  of  overhanging  clouds,  so  the  nation, 
aye,  the  world,  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  glory  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord, 
at  Yicksbnrg.aiul  at  Gettysburg!  yes, they  were  true  to  their  trust,  as 
they  were  all  along  the  line  from  Donaldson  to  Appomattox!  Oh,  my 
countrymen!  let  us  not  forget  the  times,  the  circumstances,  and  the 
peril  uTkler  which  many  of  these,  my  comrades,  won  their  rights  to 
pension! 

Weed  out,  the  frauds;  purge  the  pension  roll  of  every  unworthy 
name—every  true  soldier  will  join  with  you.  But  let  it  be  done  decent- 
ly. Let  it  be  done  honorably,  and  with  a  dignity,  a  justice  becoming 
this  great  Republic  Give  every  one  his  day  in  court;  accord  to  the  sol- 
dier, be  he  ever  so  guilty,  at  least  l  he  sane  privilege  that  would  be  giv- 
en (.he  vilest  criminal.  Let  the  axe  be  wielded  by  the  bare  arm  of  J  us- 
tice,  and  not  by  one  who  suspends  upon  suspicion,  and  condemns  with- 
out a  liea ring.     [Loud  and  prolonged  applause.] 

Col.  Ilorton's  grand  speech,  coming  from  great  earnest,  loyal  heart, 
wen!  right  to  to  the  hearts  of  the  comrades,  and  its  honest,  eloquently 
expressed  sentiments  of  patriotism  were  very  evidently  endorsed  by  the 
entire  audience  of  citizens  as  well  as  soldiers,  who  joined  in  the  hearty 
applause. 
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As  a  most  lilting  close  to  the  grand  "camp-fire,  "Mr.  C.  F.  Xayser, 
in  full,  rich  baritone  voice,  sang 

'.'THE  LAST  VETERAN." 


I  am  standing  on  the  summit  of  a  century  of  years, 

That  hath  measured  the  lite  of  oarnati  in, 
And  i  see  adowu  the  mountain  a  Hood  of  blood  and  tears, 

That  was  shed  for  our  country's  salvation! 
And  L  see  a  mighty  legion,  who  lor  the  nation's  life 

Went  forth  in  young  manhood's  fresh  glory 
And  I  see  a  mighty  legion,  who  perished  i;i  tne  strife, 

Now  sleeping  in  garments  stilt  and  gory! 
{Chorus) — 

And  we're  going  soon  to  meet  them  in  that  '-bivouac of  the  soul," 

As  the  shatlows  a.ound  us  give  warning, 
And  1  want  to  see  my  comrades,  wnen  toe  Angels  call  the  roll, 

All  ready  for  ••inspection"  in  the  morning. 

We  were  boys  when  we  enlisted, and  these  wririkTd  brows  were  fair, 

And  our  eyes  were  undimmed  in  their  vision, 
And  the  "frosts  that  never  melt"  had  not  gathered  on  our  hair, 

And  our  step  had  not  lost  its  precision; 
But  the  years  nave  built  their  terracei  on  every  comrade's  brow, 

And  age  makes  our  weary  limbs  to  quiver, 
And  the  frosts  are  falling  thick,  and  we're  on  the  'double  quick," 

To  the  camp  that  is  "over  tae  River." 
(C/ionts) — "And  we're  going  soon  to  meet  them,"  &c. 

But  tho'  the  veterans  vanish,  their  children  still  remain, 

The  deeds  of  their  fathers  to  cherish, 
And  the  cause  for  which  we  battled,  our  children  will  maintain, 

And  the  foes  of  our  banner  shall  perish. 
For  we  battled  not  in  vain  if  still  tuat  banner  waves,- 

Through  ages  our  nation  adorning, 
And  loyal  hands  shall  plant  it  'mid  the  llowcrs  upon  our  graves, 

Till  the  great  "reveille"  in  the  morning! 
Cho. — And  we're  going  soon  to  meet  them,  in  that  ''bivouac  of  I  he  soul," 

As  the  shatlows  around  us  give  warning  ; 
And  I  want  to  see  my  comrades,  when  the  Angels  call  the  roll, 

All  ready  for  "inspection"  in  the  morning! 

With  very  happy  and  effective  closing  remarks  from  President B.A. 
Beeson,  the  Association  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Wednesday. 


Wednesday.  October  5tii  —9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Association  called  to  order  promptly  on  time,  President  B.  A.  Bee- 
son  in  the  chair. 

Letters  and  telegrams  from  absent  comrades  were  read,  and  the 
Secretary  directed  to  place  these  names  and  addresses  in  the  Report, 
and  publish  so  much  of  their  letters  as  will  be  of  general  interest  to  the 
Association,  and  space  will  permit. 
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Complying  with  this  order,  your  Secretary  first  presents  three  com- 
munications, the  last  wc  shall  ever  receive  from  these  dearly  loved  com- 
rades—they  having,  since  our  reunion,  all  answered  "iiere"  to  roll-call 
on  the  "Other  side"  : 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Sept.  25th,  1893. 
\V.  A.  Burnap,  Sec.  2nd  Iowa  Caw  Vet.  Ass'n  : 

Dear  Comrade— Yours  of  the  2d  inst.  at  hand.  In  reply  will  say  that 
it.  is  exceedingly  painful  for  me  to  inform  you  that  owing  to  circumstan- 
ces over  whicii  1  liave  no  control,  it  will  be  quite  impossible  for  me  to 
meet  with  you  tins  year.  L  cannot  express  in  words  my  feelings  of  dis- 
appointment. The  expressions  of  hearty  congratulation  that  were  lav- 
isned  upon  me  so  generously  two  years  ago  will  never  be  forgotten  while 
memory  serves  me.  If  a  kind  Providence  so  orders  I  shall  hope  to  meet 
you  two  years  hence,  at  your  next  reunion'.  You  have  my  best  wishes 
that  the  meeting  this  year  m4iy  be  in  all  respects  equal  to  any  of  a  pre- 
vious date.  Accept  my  best  wishes  aid  kin  I  greetings  to  one  and  all  of 
the  old  comrades  who  may  meet  you  in  Mason  City, 
Yours  in  F.,  (J.  &  L., 

Datus  E.  Coon. 

[The  beloved  old  Commander  was  accidentally  shot  by  a  friend,  at  Sun  Diego, 
Ca\,  rn  9  o'clock,  Dec.  16,  1H93,  and  died  about  2  o'clock  the  next  morning.  Your 
Se  Tei  ;wy  preset)  s  wit  li  i  Ids  report  a  ropy  of  t  lie  best  memorial  likeness  of  our  old 

Commander  lie  could  procure,  knowing  that  all  will  be  glad  to  secure  ll.J 




Preston,  Ia.,  Sept.  25,  1893. 
W.  A.  Burnap,  Mason  City,  Iowa: 

Dear  Comrade— Your  letter  requesting  my  attendance  at  our  Regi- 
mental reunion  Oct.  4  and  5,  is  received.  Nothing  would  give  me  great- 
er pleasure  than  to  once  more  meet  my  old  comrades  inarms.  My  health 
is  such  it  is  da  igjrou,  for  me  to  leave  liom.3.  Any  excitement  brings  on 
my  old  complaint,  heart  disease,  and  L  am  fearful  of  the  result,  knowing 
tint  the  last  time  1  met  with  the  boys  it  was  months  before  I  recover- 
ed so  as  to  Oe  around  again.  (Jive  all  the  boys  my  kindest  regards,  and 
?&y  to  them  if  I  am  int  permitted  to  meet  with  them  again  on  this 
ea/ih.Hhat  i  hope  toanswerthe  bugle  call  on  our  last  camping  ground 
an  1  see  the  old  band  again  united.     Ever  your  old  comrade, 

Samuel  Foster, 
Late  Major  2nd  la.  Cavalry. 
[Maj.  Foster  died  at  his  home  Oct.  31,  1893.] 


DAVENPORT,  Ia.,  Sept.  7.  1893. 
W.  A.  BurnAp,  Sec'y:— Reserve  a  seat  for  me  at  my  Co.  table.     I  ex- 
pect to  answer  roll-call  once  more   with  the   boys  at  Mason  City.     Tell 
them  L  am  coming.  S.  A.   BISHOP, 

LateCapt.  Co,  I,  2nd  Iowa  Cav. 

[Capt.  Bishop  did  not  come,     lie  was  stricken   with  illness  before  the 
reunion,  and  died  at  Davenport  Dec.  5,  18SJ3.] 

Thus  have  passed  away  since  our  reunion,  three  of   the  loved  com- 
manders in  the  ol  Regiment.     "Peace  to  their  ashes." 
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Cambridge,  111.,  Sept.  27,  1893. 
W.  A.  Burnap,  Mason  City,  [owa  : 

Dear  Comrade— Your  Kind  invitation  to  your  next  reunion  has 
been  duly  received,  tor  which  accept  my  many  thanks.  Our  Circuit 
Court  will  then  be  in  session  and  i  cannot  tor  that  reason  get  away  then. 
I  regret  it.  1  know  you  will  have  a  good  time;  you  always  do.  1  will 
always  have  a  warm  side  for  the  2nd  Iowa  boys.  1  have  been  with  you 
so  much. that  1  feel  liko  the  girl  at  ColliemUe/Penn., (where  the  2nd  la. 
camped  so  Long)  that  ••there  is  a  little  2nd  Lowa  Cavalry  in  me."  feel- 
ing assured  thai  you  will  have  a  splendid  time,  and  thai  this  may  he  one 
of  your  best  reunions,  and  feeling  that  not  to  be  there  is  my  lo>s,  I  say, 
"Comrades.  God  bless  you!1'         1  am  yours,  &c., 

A.  K.  Mock, 
Late  Col.  9th  ill.  Cav. 


[Telegram]  Washington,  1).  C.  Oct.  4,  '93. 

To  W.  A.  Liu  KNAP,  Mason  City.  Iowa: — It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
be  with  my  old  comrades  to-day,  but  I  am  with  you  in  all  oi  my  sympa- 
thies and  affections.  Hope  your  meeting  ma^  be  in  everyway  enjoya- 
ble, and  future  prosperity  come  to  each  and  all.  W.  1'.  Hefburn. 

[Telegram]  Wharton,  O.  T.,  Oct.  4,  1893. 

W.  A.  Burnap,  Mason  City,  lowa: — Am  with  you.  heart  and  soul. 
Sickness  prevents  bodily  presence.  G.  VV.  JJudd. 


[Telegram]  Omaha,  Neb.,  Oct,  5,  '93. 

To  2nd  lowa  Cav.  Yet.  Ass'n — Comrades:  Expected  to  be  with  you 
to-day,  but  business  prevents.  Ltemember  me  to  t lie  boys.  God  bless 
you  ail.  -I.  A.  Gillespie,  Co.  G. 


Post-Office,  IIolton,  Kan.  Oct  3rd,  1893. 
Comrades  of  "1":— ]  enclose  $1.00  Keep  me  in  good  standing.  Send 
me  a  badge,  and  such  other  good  things  as  you  have  left  after  the  feast. 
I  am  sorry  that  I  failed  to  be  with  you.  None  would  have  enjoyed  it 
more  than  I.  It  seemed  impossible  for  me  to  come.  We  have  a  reun- 
ion the  I lth  and  L2th  of  Oct.  You,  my  comrades  are  especially  invited 
to  be  present.  Make  my  home  yours.  Kat  my  food:  smoke— b,  smoke 
my  cigars;  wear  my  clothes,  and  all  shall  be  as  free  as  the  water  you  eat 
or  the  air  you  drink.  You  shall  run  the  camp-tire,  run  the  city,  run  the 
jail,  if  you  desire,  and  no  one  shall  molest  or  make  afraid  any  member 
of  the  2nd  lowa  Cav.  We  have  no  World's  Fair,  but,  if  you  come  down, 
we'll  "go  through''  the  gayest  "Midway  Plaisance"  you  ever  beheld. 
(This  is  confident  ial  and  should  be  read  in  a  town-  tone  of  voice)  eclips- 
ing even  Lou  is  \  ille  in  her  best  days.  1  loping  to  be  remembered  by  all. 
and  to  meet  you  at  the  ne\l  reunion.  1  rein;. m  as  ever 

'Monks,  <h.  K  ansas.  " 


Co  L>  J.  1*.  Saw  ford,  from  Wheaton,  UK,  through  his  Secretary 
writes:  vllas  been  sick  for  six  weeks,  so  ii  will  bo  impossible  for 'him 
lo  meet  the  boys  in  reunion,  much  as  lie  wished  to  do  so.  li  is  a  greal 
disappointment  to  him  as  he  has  been  looking  forward  Lo  it  with  much 
pleasure.  Remember  him  kindly  to  the  boys,  lb'  feels  thai  it  will  not 
be  lung  i  hat  all  t  he  boys  can  mod  togol  her. 

[Signed|  L.  L.  Lyon,  Sec'y. 
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Chicago,  Oct.  2nd,  1893. 
W.  A.  Burnap — Dear  Comrade:  A  severe  accident  to  my  chief  As- 
sistant renders  it  impossible  Cor  me  to  leave  home.  I  am  very  much 
dLappointed  as  I  liacl  anticipated  great  pleasure  in  meeting  the  old 
members  of  the  2nd  la.  Cav.  My  connection  with  the  Lieg.  was  com- 
paratively brief  and  very  unsatisfactory  to  m}rserf,  as  to  the  service  I 
was  able  to  render,  hut  I  formed  many  very  pleasant  associations  which 
I  .shall  fondly  cherish  as  long  as  1  live.  It  has  always  been  a  great  dis- 
appointment to  me  that  the  reunion  generally  takes  place  the  same 
week  as  my  conference,  which  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to  at- 
tend. This  year  i  shall  not  be  able  to  at  lend  either.  Remember  me  af- 
fectionately to  all  the  dear  old  comrades  and  fell  them  to  come  and  see 
me  in  Chicago — 51-53  LaSalie  St.— where  they  will  receive  ;i  hearty  com- 
rade's welcome.  Hoping  that  you  ma)'  have  a  grand  time,  I  remain 
Very  truly  and  fraternally  yours,  CO   Trusdell. 


Fort  Logan,  Colo.;  Oct.  1,  L893. 
YV.  A.  Burnap— Dear  Comrade:     I  send  you  all  greeting,  and  my 

heart  will  he  with  you  throughout  the  proceedings  of  this  your  Oth  re- 
union. 1  know  Co.  II  will  be  well  represented  and  J  request  that  Capt. 
.1.  X.  W.  Rumple  make  a  detail  of  Lon.  Cleaman  and  old  man  T.T.Tur- 
ley,  one  to  pick  and  1  he  ol  her  to  eat  a  pound  of  t  hose  grapes  for  me  that 
the  Secretary  men  I  ions  in  his  circular.  1  Loping  that  none  of  your  shad- 
ows will  ever  grow  less,  and  that  1  may  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  all 
of  you  at  next  reunion,  two  years  hence.  1  remain 

Yours,  while  life  lasts.  Wm.  L.  Backensto,  Co.  If. 


Garwin,  Iowa,  Oct.  5,  1893 
Comrade  YV.  A.  Burnap:— Please  tell  the  hoys  we  had  expected  all 
along  until  yesterday  to  he  with  them  and  enjoy  once  more  a  hand-shake 
but  circumstances  said  otherwise,  and  we  had  to  submit;  yet  it  was 
with  the  deepest  regret,  for  we  longed  to  see  the  boysol'old  Co.  'I'  again. 
God  bless  them,  these  more  than  brothers!  Burnap,  just  "shake"  old 
••Tap'' and  "Bliss,"  Mobbs,  Smith,  Dodd,  Jones,  Bennett — oh,  all  the 
hoys'  hands,  and  tell  them  "Cod  bless  you!"  lor  me. 

B.  F.  J I  am  mitt,  ('Old  Steers'). 


West  Branch,  1a.,  Oct.  1,  1893. 
\V.  A.  Burnap— Dear  Comrade:    It  is  with  a  feeling  of  regret  that 
I  cannot  be  with  you  at  this  reunion,  as  I  have  never  missed  one  before; 
hut  my  wife  is  suffering  with  a  broken  limb,  caused  by  a  runaway.     * 
*    *       Give  my  respects  to  the  boys,  especially  of  Co.  It 

Ever  fraternally  yours,  John  Leiscil  Co.  B. 


MOLINE,    1  LL.,  Sept.  28,    1893. 

W.  A.  Burnap— Dear  Comrade:  I  regret  very  much  to  be  obliged 
to  write  you  t  hat  as  urgent  business  calls  me  from  m.\  home  on  the  date 
reunion  is  being  held,  it.  will  be  impossible-for  trie  to  be  with  t  he  surviv- 
ors of  the  grand  old  I  leg' I.  Remember  trie  Lo  all  who  are  present.  1. 
hope  you  may  have  a  grand  good  time,  and  thai  all  may  live  to  attend 
many  more  reunions  of  the  reg't.       Very  truly,         N.  It.  Zeigler. 
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AllNEY,lND.,  Sept,  30,  1893. 
Comrade  Burnap — Dear  Sir:  I  regret  to  it'll  you  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  get  there  this  time,  but  if'we  Live-to  the  next  reunion,  J 
will  make  my  arrangements  from  this  time  on  to  come-  if  this  adminis- 
tration don't  cut  my  pension  of!  so  I  can't.  1  do  want  to  live  to  meet 
the  boys  once.  Now,  Comrade,  please  notify  me  where  and  when  the 
next  will  be,  so  I  can  make  preparation  lor  it. 

Yours  in  b\  C.  J,.,  Wm.  D.  Swearingen. 


Dubuque,  1a..  ( )ct.  2,  18911. 
W.  A.  Burnap-   Dear  Comrade:     1  am  sorrj  to  say  that  1  cannot  at- 
tend the  reunion,  as  1    am    not  aide    to   travel  so  far.     But  my  heart  is 
willi  you  all.  and  1  wish  you  much  pleasure. 

Yours  truly,  I).  Sutiierlant. 


*  Oilman.  I  a..  Oct.  4,  1893. 

\V.  A.  Burnap,  Sec'y:  My  health  is  so  that  I  cannot  be  with  you 
this  time,  but  inj  heart  is.  God  bless  all  members  of  the  old  2nd  Iowa 
Cavalry,  let  them  he  where  they  will.     Remember  me  to  all. 

Ever  yoiirs,  Robert  Andrews.  Co.  B. 


Grand  Junction,  Ea.,  Oct.  2,  1893. 
W.  A.  Burnap— Bear  Comrade:     If  is  with  regret  thai    I    pen  you 
these  lines,  as  1  have  been  looking  forward  for  a  long  time  to  this  meet- 
ing, and  now  circumstances  are  such  thai   1  cannot  he  with  you.     *    * 

But  stand  by  the  old    (lag  and    the  union  which  we  so  nobly  de- 
fended, and  we  will  be  all  right  vet.  1.  II.  lo>i;n.  Co.  I. 


Muscatine,  I  a.,  Sept.  15,  1893. 
W.  A.  Burnap— Dear  Comrade:     L  am  getting  too  old  and  feeble  to 
undertake  such  a  i  rip.     1  tried  to  at  tend  l  he  last  reunion,  walked  seven 
n  dies  in  the  rain,  but  was  too  sick  to  go  idler  reaching  I  he  train; 

Yours  respectfully,  \V.  I)'.  Lawrence* - 

v  Corning,  1a..  Oct.  2d,  1893. 

W.  A.  Burnap— Dear  Comrade:     Kind   it  impossible  to  be  with  you. 
Give  my  kindest  regards  to  all  the  comrades. 

Yours  in  b\  L.  and  C,  E.  11.  Siieppard,  Co.  K. 


STANWOOD,    lA.,  Sepl.  27.   1893. 

W.  A.  Burnap-  I >ear  Comrade:  Have  received  your  notice  of  reuii- 
ion  of  the  old  2nd  Ca v.,  and  it  grieves  me  sorely  losaj  i  li.it  I  cannot  he 
with  you,  yet  such  is  t  he  ease.  Bui  1  have  promised  myself  that  anoth- 
er one  shall  not  go  by  (if  1  know  of  it),  without  my  taking  a  hand,  so 
long  as  I  may  stay  upon  this  ball  and  am  able  to  make  the  trip.  My 
In'; ut  goes  on l  toward  you  and  is  with  you  in  sympathy. 

1  low    1   Would   rejoice  Id  nice  I    will,     lo  look     illlo  your  eyes,  and 

grasp  your  hands.     *  I  am  with  you  in  spirit  if  nol    in  per- 

son,    yours,  in  K1.,  C.  L.     also,  in  that  still'  stronger  bond,  the  mingling 
of  blood  in  the  strife  lor  t  he  preservation  of  our  common  eounl  r.\ . 

M.    L.   MM  MONS,  (  'O.   C. 
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South  English,  I  a.,  Oct.  2,  1893. 
YV.  A.  Buiaiap— Dear  Comrade:  I  have  deferred  writing  you  from 
day  today,  hoping  thai  my  health  would  be  such  that  I  could  stand  the 
trip  to  Mason  City  ;  but  this  morning  L  am  compelled  to  attend  '"sick 
call"  something  I  never  done  in  my  three  years  of  service.  Co.  G.  will 
attest  to  thai  fact,  i  imagine  1  hear  "Old  Jack"  sound  the  bugle  "To 
Horse."  [-Jut,  boys,  I  am" done  for,  for  this  time.  It  is  not  my  fault  I 
am  not  there.  You  w  ill  remember  me  as  one  who  was  always  on  hand 
for  duty.     -May  God  bless  all  of  you,  is  the  wish  of  "Old  Mont." 

Joins  Montgomery.  ( !o.  (>. 


Iiock  Center,  Sept.  9,  181)3. 
W.  A.  I.Uirnap,  Sec'y:-^lt  is  impossible   for  me  to  be  present  with 
you  this  vear,  much  as  regret  it.  Yours  fral  email v, 

M.  C.  Hallett,  Co.  II. 


IjaNdon,  Oregon,  Sept.  2-1.  '93. 
\V.  A.  Ihirnap —  Dear  Comrade  :  I  received  your  kind  letter,  and 
you  may  be  assured  that  1  was  glad  to  get  a  letter  from  one  of  the  grand 
old  Keg't,  as  1  have  met  but  few  since  our  'discharge  in  'uf,.  One  of  •!)' 
Company  lives  in  this  counl  v.  W.  II.  Worler.  He  is  a  commander  of  ( leu. 
Lytle  I'ost,  while  your  humble  servant  is  com'dr  of  Bandon  Post  \o.  f>u, 
o!  this  place.  Am  sorry  Ilia!  ii  is  impossible  for  me  to  be  with  you.  1 
will  say  once  more,  my  kindest  regards  to  all  May  God  be  with  you  all 
till  we  meet  again.  Yours,  in  F.  C.  L..  John  \V.  Felter. 


FIayneville,  Ala.  Oct.  2.  1893. 

Comrade  Burnap: — 1    regret    very   much  that  I  cannot  be  w  ith  you 

and  the  boys  of  the  2nd  on  i  he  Ith  and  51  h  inst,,  but  at  I  he  last  moment 

I  lind  1  cannot.     Please   convey  to  those   Of  our  comrades  who  may  be 

there  my  regrets  at  not  being  able  to  meet  them.     I  know  it  is  my  loss. 

Truly  yours,  -I.  V.  Mel  >uffie. 


Oakland,  Calif.,  Sept.  Li),  '93. 
W.  A.  Burnap— Dear  Comrade  :  I  wish  to  say  to  the  boys.that  my 
heart  is  with  them,  and  thai  even  as  1  read  your  letter  the  recoiled  ions 
of  'in  Lo '00  will  come  like  Hashes  across  m\  mind,  causing  mingled  feel- 
ings of  joy  and  sorrow,  and  I  well  know  that  those  tender  sentiments 
were  shared  in  bj  the  entire  reg't.  Tell  the  boys  thai  1  visited  Oen'l 
Coon,  in  San  Franc  iseo,  a  few  days  si  nee.  He  looks  older  I  ban  he  did  in 
18'.)").  but  his  eye  is  as  brighl  as  ever,  and  bis  carriage  as  erect  as  upon 
dress  parade,  The' Gene  nil  is  the  only  person  1  have  seen  oh  this  coast 
who  was  connected  wit  b  our  Keg'1 .  I le member  me  kindly  to  every  one. 
I  am  verv  I  rub  yours,  John  s.  Sen  inner.  Co.  II 


Kossi 'tii.  Iowa,  Sept.  2(J,  1893. 
W.  A.  Imrnap— Dear  Comrade  :  H  is  with  fooling*  of  deepest  re- 
grol  thai  I  llnd  my  sell'  compelled  to  answer  your  invitation  in  t  bis  way, 
for  I  bad  !'ull\  expected  lo  be  with  you  and  the  rest  of  the  boys. al  your 
coming  meeting.  Iteinember  me  to  all  the  boys,  especially  to  Co.  K. 
Hoping  the  mooting  will  bo  a  grand  success,  we  a  re  with  you  in  heart . 
Yours  in  F..  0.  and  L  .  10,   \V.   Handy  and  Wife.  Co.   K. 
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Lamar,  Kan.,  Sept.  30.  1893. 
\V.  A.  Burnap—  Dear  Sir:  It  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures 
of  my  life  to  once  more  meet  the  old  comrades  and  again  look  into  their 
faces  and  clasp  their  hands.  But  this- 1  can  never  expect  to  do,  being 
in  very  poor  health.  For  nearly  ten  months  1  have  been  sick,  and  for 
six  months  out  of  the  ten  was  confined  to  my  bed  and  house,  and  now 
just  able  to  be  out  a  little.  *  *  May  God  bless  you  all.  is  the  prayer  of 
Your  old  Comrade,  Jacob  Kirby. 

Mt.  Vernon,  J  a.,  Sept,  12,  1893. 
W.  A.  Burnap— Dear  Comrade  :  1  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  fore- 
go the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  boys  at  Mason  City.  Nothing-  but  sick- 
ness or  the  imperative  calls  of  duty  could  prevent  my  atte.nding.  The 
Upper  Iowa  Annual  Conference  of  the  M.  10.  Church  meets  Oct.  4.  As 
a  Presiding  Elder  the  interests  of  thirty-one  appointments  and  of  near- 
ly forty  preachers  are  in  my  hands.  ,  *  *  "A"  I  shall  greatly  feel 
the  deprivation  of  not  being*able  to  respond  to  the  hearty  hand-shake  of 
the  comrades  of  the  grand  old  regiment.  Please  convey  my  greetings 
and  (test  wishes  to  the  Association,  with  my  thanks  for  the  honor  con- 
feree! in  making  me  their  Chaplain  at  last  meeting. 

Yours,  in  F.,  C.  and  L.,  ,J.  B.  Albrook.  Co.  I, 

Chaplain  2d  la.  Cav.  Vet.  Ass'n. 

Fairfield,  I  a.,  Sept.  30,  1893. 
W.  A.  Burnap— Dear  Comrade:  I  fully  expected  to  lie  present  with 
the  boys  at  Mason  City,  and  fall  in  for  roll-call  and  grub  call,  and  all  oth- 
er "calls, "  but  it  so  happens  the  Trustees  of  the  College  for  the  Blind, 
at  Vinton,  Iowa,  have  their  last  meeting  for  this  year,  beginning' Tues- 
day, Oct.  3,  and  as  1  am  one  of  the  Trustees,  will  have  to  be  present,  as 
this  is  one  of  our  important  meetings,  and  1  want  to  attend  this  meet- 
ing and  the  reunion  also,  and  will  if  possible;  and  if  it  should  happen 
that  1  do  not  get  to  be  present  with  you  this  time,  remember  that  my 
name  is  Bell,  and  that  lam  ^.till  ringing  for  the  grand  old  Second  Iowa 
Cavalry;  and  hoping  that  you  all,  (as  1  know  you  will)  have  agrandgood 
time  together,  and  that  the  hoys  will  go  home  feeling  that  it  was  good 
to  be  there.  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  stay  a  way,  but  1  may  have  to  this 
time.     May  the  Lord  bless  you,  old  comrades,  is  the  wish  of 

*  Yours,  in  F.  0,  and  L.,  Tnos.  Bell,  Co.  K. 


Sutherland,  1a.,  Oct.  -1,  1893. 
Dear  Comrades— We  find  at  the  last  moment  that  we  cannot  meet 
with  the  dear  old  comrades  of  the  2nd  Iowa  Cav.,  and  send  this  line  lo 
say  our  hearts  are  with  you.  The  ranks  are  thinning,  hut  the  old  tics 
grow  stronger  year  by  year.  Cod  bless  mid  keep  you  all  for  another  re- 
union two  years  hence.     With  immeasurable  regret, 

Sincerely  yours,  Mi:.  &  M  us.  llrsi:  Woods. 


Port  Jervis-,  N.  Y..  Oct.  1.  '93. 
Dear  Comrade  Iktr'nap:     I  am"" compelled  to.  tell  you    1  am  physically 
unable  to  be  where  my  hearl  is,  with  you.        *        *        v        So  you  will 
please  greet  my  beloved  comrades  in  my  name  :  tell  them  my  purse,  my 
heart,  my  home,  is  always  open  to  them,  in  friendship  or  distress. 

Yours.  Corp.  K.  M  gad,  ( 'o.  1. 


tMmMi 


Our  Late  Commander,  GEN.  DATUS  E.  COON. 


[The  beloved  old  < 'omnia  iider  was  accidentally  shol   hy  a   friend,  ill  San  Dlo^O 

Cal.,  at  9  o'clock,  Doc.  10, 181)3,  and  died  al.out  2  o'clock  1  lie  next  morning.  Voui 
Secretary  presents  with  this  report  a  copy  of  the  host  memorial  likeness  of  our  oh 
Commander  he  could  procure,  knowing  I  ha  i  all  will  hu  glad  to  secure  It.  J 
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Kalona,  Ia.,   Oct  2,  1893. 
\Vr.  A.  Burnap — Dear  Comrade:    It  is  with  sorrow  that  I  cannot  be 
with  you;  but  such  is  the  cast1.     I  had  the    misfortune  to   lose  my  wife 
this  spring,  and  am  tryiffg  to  keep  house  with  six  children.     I  send  love 
to  all  the  old  boys,  and  may  "God  be  with  you  till  we  meet  again." 

W.  C.  Karr,  Co.  H. 


Council  Grove,  Kan.,  Sept.  13,  1892. 
Comrade  Burnap-  -Your  kind  favor  of  Sept.  2  at  hand.  It  is  useless 
for  me  to  attempt  to  tell  you  how  much  I  should  enjoy  meet  ing  my  hun- 
dreds of  the  2nd  Iowa  ( lav.  once  more,  bul  we,  i  he  citizens  of  Kansas — 
part  of  us  at  least, —  have  partially  lost  our  crops  by  the  dry  weather, 
consequently  money  is  a  scarce  article  with  most  of  us.  That  is  all  that 
keeps  me  from  joining  \  ou  ( )ct.  t  and  5.  *  *  *  Please  send  me 
a  roster  of  the  boys  in  attendance,  so  I  can  sec  t  heir  names  if  not  their 
faces.     Wishing  you  a  very  enjoyable  time.  I  am  ever 

Yours  in  V.  ^J.  and  L.  11.  II.  LIobison,  Co.  K 


Laurent,  Iowa,  Oct.  3.  1893. 
\V.  A.  Burnap— Dear  Comrade:  It  is  With  deep  regret  that  I  send 
you  a  line  instead  of  answering  roll-call  in  person,  for  well  I  know  that 
where  1  he  grand  old  Uegiment  has  a  meeting  there  will  be  felt  ties  that 
bind  comrades  together  in  a  friendship  so  true  and  strong  and  lasting 
that  life  furnishes  few  if  any  parallels  to  this  indescribable  tie.  My  de- 
sire is  that  time  may  deal  gently  with  all  comrades,  and  limit  hey  may 
be  spared  to  enjoy  many  more  reunions. 

fraternally  vours,  E.  Pearson. 


Wilton  Jct.,  Iowa,  Oct.  2,  1893. 
VV.  A.  Burnap— Dear  Comrade:  1  am  very  sorry  that  I  cannot  be 
with  the  boys,  as  it  is  always  a  red-letter  day  with  me  to  meet  the  old 
comrades  who  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  smoke  of  many  a  battle. 
Give  my  best  regards  to  all  the  hoys,  and  let  them  know  I  am  stil  num- 
bered with  those  few  who  are  left  here  await  ing  t  lie  final  call. 

Your  old  comrade,  Jasper  Dawson,  Co.  H. 


v  Columhus,  Kansas,  Oct.  2,  1893. 

YV\  A.  Burnap — Dear  Comrade  :  At  this  late  date  I  am  compelled 
to  give  it  up.  But  my  heart  is  with  you.  May  Cod  bless  every  one  of 
you.  Fraternally,  T.  J.  Wilson,  Co.'  M. 


Eureka,  [Cans.  Sent.  16,  1893. 
I  )ear  Comrades— Your  kind  not  ice  received,  and  you  cannot  feel  the 
disappointment]  feel,  at  being  obliged  to  forego  the  pleasure  it  would 
be  to  me  to  fall  in  ranks  once  more,  with  the  boys  as  of  yore.  But  thai 
is  denied  mo,  as  my  crops  is  a  total  failure,  and  I  am  here  away  from 
homo,  working  at  my  trade  to  make  something  to  keep  things  going  at 
home.  *  *  *  Tell  I  he  boys  I  waul  lo  see  t  hem  all.  I  have  not 
seen  one  of  I  hem  for  some  eight  years,  so  you  may  know  I  am  lonesome. 
Let  me  hear  from  1  he  comrades.  ' 

I'Taternally  yours,  S.  A.  IIortson,  Leoti,  Kans. 
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Leveiiton,  Mo.,  Sept.  9,  1893. 
Dear  Comrade — Yours  of  2nd  inst.  received,  and  (),  how  glad  I  wo'd 
be  to  be  with  you  at  Mason  City,  if  it  were  possible  ;  but  it  seems  now 
I  cannot  come.  I  have  been  kicked  by  that  brace  of  rebel  jackasses, 
Cleveland  and  Hoke  Smith,  and  am  not  able  to  bear  the  expense  of  a 
trip  even  to  a  place  so  clear  to  my  heart  as  a  2nd  la.  Cav.  reunion.  Hav- 
ing belonged  to  the  reg't  from  muster  in  to  master  out,  and  being  con- 
tinuously with  it,  1  love  it  and  its  memories  as  only  a  soldier  can.  *  * 
*  *  My  pension  was  suspended  on  the  .rJth  of  August  without  any  rea- 
son being  assigned,  and  1  can  only  conclude  that  it  was  done  because  i 
was  a  union  soldier.  *  *  Hoping  that  you  may  have  a  good  reun- 
ion, I  am  Fraternally  yours,  .Ion  L.  Haas.  Co.  C. 


Montesano,  Wash.,  Sept,  23.  '1)3. 
Dear  Comrade— I  received  your  notice  of  the  reunion  of  the  Second 
Iowa  Cav.,  and  am  sorry  to  say  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  attend.  I 
can  hardly  give  it  up  as  L  have  been  trying  to  arrange  it  so  that -I  could 
come.  *  *  Please  gite  my  respects  to  allot  the  boys,  especially 
to  Co.  F.  Yours  respectfully,  .1.  [.  Calder,  of  F. 


Essex.  Page  Co.  [a.,  Oct.  1,  '93. 
Dear  Old  Comrade — I  cannot  be  with  you  ibis  time,  but  1   hope  if  J 
am  alive  the  next  one  to  meet  with  you  and  shake  hands  once  more. 

Yours  truly,  T.  S.  Clay. 

Tipton,  La.,  Oct,  1,  1893. 
Dear  Comrade— I  am  sorry  that  1  cannot  be  with  you  at  Mason  City 
to  meet  with  you  all  once  more.     This  is  the  li  est  I  have  missed.      Very 
hard  times.     (Jive  my  love  to  the  Regiment,  John  Bicford. 


Pa ola,  Kan.  Sept.  1893. 
W.  A.  Burnap— Dear  Comrade:     It  is  with  feelings  of  regret  that  i 
have  to  answer  'no'  to  your  kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  next  reunion 
for  the  fact  that  I  am  not  able  from  bad    health   to  get  there.     Please 
give  well  wishes,  kind  regards  of  an  old  comrade. 

Yours  in  h\,  C.  and  L.,  P.  J.  Hussey,  Co.  P. 


CnEititY,  Pans.,  Sept.  27,  1893. 
W.  A.  Burnap— Dear  Comrade:  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  it's  im- 
possible for  me  to  be  with  you  and  the  rest  of  my  comrades  at  the  reun- 
ion at  Mason  City.  My  health  is  so  poor  at  present  that  it  would  not  be 
wise  for  me  to  Leave  home,  without  running  too  great  a  risk'  for  my  fu- 
ture welfare.  I  assure  you  that  I  regret  it,  for  it,  would  be  a  great  pleas- 
ure for  me  to  see  them  and  answer  roll-call  with  those  who  knew  no  fear 
and  shirked  no  duty  in  time  of  om  country's  danger.  My  kindest  re- 
gards to  all.  Yours  in  F.  C.  P.  W.m.  P.  Pehrenijeck,  of  1. 

Atlantic,  I  a.,  Sept.  29,  1893. 
W.  A.  Burnap — Dear  Comrade  :     Nothing  would  give   me  greater 
pleasure  than  to   meet   the  boys  at  Mason  City— God  bless  them! — but 

cin  mi  instances  financial  and  otherwise  are  such  t  hat  much  as  I  regret  it 
I  cannot  be  present  in  person,  hut  will  be  with    the   old  Ixjys  in  spirit, 
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and  in  the  hope  that  kind  Providence  will  bless  them  with  good  weath- 
er, and  I  know  they  will  have  a  good  time,  as  they- always  do.  Regards 
to  the  boys,  one  and  all;  tell  them  that  nothing  which  1  could  overcome 
would  keep  me  away;  but  I  cannot  conic  ;  it  starts  the  tears  unbidden 
to  think  of  it.  God  bless  the  old  2nd  Iowa  Cavalry— a  regiment  that 
had  no  superiors  and  few  equals.  Henry  Price,  Co.  C. 


Lyndon.  Kan.,  Sept.  _:!.  '93. 
Deaf  Comrades: — Up  to  this  time  1  had  fully   expected  to  meet  the 
old  boys  once  again  at  roil-call.     But  E  Unci    I    must  yield   in  despair.— 
There  are  but  two  of  us;  my  wife  is  an  invalid  and    1  am  a  cripple.     * 

*    Would  like  to  hear  of  your  having  a  good  time,  and  how  many  of 
Co.  II.  are  present.  Yours  in  P.  C.  L.,  Sol.  Bower,  of  11. 

Hay  Spings,  Neb.,  1893. 
W.  A.  Bitmap,  Sec'y: — How  I  would  love  to  be  with  the  old  2nd  la. 
Cav      But  at  the  last  moment  I*must  bow  to  the  inevitable.     You  must 
tell  them  I  am  not  coming.  Benjamin  Diffenbaciier, 

1st  Lieut,  and  LI.  Q.  M. 


Denver,  Colo.,  Oct.  2.  1893. 
VV.  A.  Burnap,  Sec'y  :  —  I  have  received  your  several  notices  of  the 
reunion,  and  had  hoped  up  to  within  a  day  or  two  that  I  could  attend. 
i  Unci,  however,  that  business  arrangements  will  not  permit  me  to  do 
so.  Please  express  my  deep  interest  in  the  Association,  and  my  regrets 
at  not  being  able  to  be  with  the  boys  on  the  4th  and  5th.  I  send  my 
love  to  all.  Yours  truly,  Geo.  Ady. 

Muscatine,  [a.,  1893. 
W.  A.  Bitmap: — 1  received  your  circular,  and  am  sorry  tj  say  1  can- 
not be  with  you  at  Mason  City.      1  am  proud  that  1  have  been  a  member 
of  that  grand  old  Regiment.     I  send  greeting  to  all  the  old  comrades. 
Yours  truly.  Jacob  A.  Martin,  Co.  A 


Mafle  Grove,  Mo.,  Sept.  24,  1893. 
Comrade  Burnap:— Yours  of  lith  inst.  at  hand.  Am  sorry  to  Inform 
you  that\>n  account  of  hard  times  and  poor  crops  it  will  be  impossible 
for  me  to  attend  the  reunion.  *  *  *  Tell  the  boys  1  would  .so 
much  |ike  to  be  with  I  hem,  hut  finances  are  too  low.  My  health  is  poor 
for  last  three  years,  and  am  obliged  to  spend  considerable  money  for 
medicine  to  keep  me  from  suffering.     I  am  ever  Vours  truly. 

C.    I'1.    ZlEGLER,    C().   I. 


Quincky,  III.  Oct.  7,  1893. 
VV.  A.  Burnap— Dear  Comrade:  I  expect  that  you  will  think  curi- 
ous that  1  did  not  attend  t  he  reunion.  1 1  was  not  my  fault  .as  my  will 
was  good.  L  left Quincey  Friday,  Sept.  29,  and  landed  in  Kock  Island 
with  t  he  asthma  so  had  L  could  scarcely  breathe.  I  still  kept  getting 
worse,  so  had  to  give  it  up.  I  can  tell. you  I  was  awful  putoul  about  if, 
l  was  so  anxious  and  sure  of  being  t  here.  Hope  had  a  good  time.  God 
bless  you  all.         Yours,  John   10.  Williamson,  lieg'l  Bugler. 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  other  valuable  and  interesting  letters 
were  received  from  the  following  comrades,,  which  the  Secretary  much 
desires  to  publish,  but  our  limited  space  renders  it  impossible  to  print 
all  of  them  : 

A.  J.  Twadclell,  Co.  L,  Ash  Grove,  Mo., 

S.  B.  Fox,  Co.  A.  Taylor  Ridge,  Ills. 

,1.  I).  Richards,  Co.  B,  Baxter,  Iowa, 

Henry  Bahl,  Co.  E,  Durant,  Iowa. 

Gottleib  Ruge,  Co.  E. 

Hugh  Bates,  Co.  C,  Bed  Bluff,  Calif. 

().  L.  Dort,  Co.  F,  S.  KauKanna,  Wis. 

C.  F.  Ryan,  Co.  C,  New  York  City.   19  LaFayette  Place. 

\V.  II.  Yerian,  Scotch  Grove,   Iowa. 

Curtis  Knight,  Ames,  Iowa. 

V.  Daugherty,  Co.   E.  Sterling.  Ivans, 

C.  C.  Rich  mire,  Beaumont,  Neb. 

II.  B.  Shore,  Co.  J).  Osceola,  Neb, 

A.  Newman,  (Jo.  I,  Soldiers'  Home,  Dayton,  Oh io. 

Zadock  C.  Perkins,  Co.  1),  Orient,  Iowa. 

James  J i.  Grimes,  Co.  K,  Leon,  Iowa. 

R.  G.  Burleson.  Co.  1,  Tisdale,  Kansas. 

J.  G.  Johnston,  Co.  M,  Westboro,  .Mo. 

W.  II.  Royce,  Co.  II,  Mechanicsville,  Iowa. 

Jeremiah  Jones,  Co.  B,  Anita,  Iowa. 

.1.  E.  Diffenbkcher,  Co.  E,  lledlands,  Calif. 

David  G.  WoxHter,  Van  Buren,  Ark. 

.).  E.  McAllister,  Co.  K,  Lyons,  Kansas. 

I).  Pearson,  Co.  1,  North  Branch  Ivans. 

Leslie  11.  Pepper,  Co.  P.,  Whatcom,  Washington. 

(J.  W.Kclsall,  Co.  L.  Maquoketa,  Iowa. 

Jacob  Luuenberger,  Co.  "II,  Salon,  Iowa. 

II.  E.  Butter,  Co.  I,  Ilopkinton,    [own. 

G.  I).  Rogers,  Co.  I,  Pecatonica,  111. 

Gh  B.  Darlington,  Co.  K.  Stockton, 

The  Committee  upon  Location  reported  in  favor  of   Des  Moines,  la. 
for  1  he  place  of  our  next  Reunion,  which  report  wason  motion  adopted. 
After  which  the  Committee  on  Officers  reported  the  following  as 
Officers  for  the  Ensuing  Years  : 
President— Thos.  Bell,  of  Co.  K.  Fairfield,  Iowa. 
Yice-Pres't— J.  C.  Smith,  Co.  1.  Washington,  Iowa. 
Sec'.y  &  Treas'r— T.  T.  Anderson,  Co.  D,   Lndianola,   Iowa. 
Chaplain— J.  B.  Albliook,  Co.  1,  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa. 
i  II.  B.  SUDLOW,  Co.  C,  Pock  island,  Ills. 
Executive  Com.  ]  J.  L.  Herbert,  Co.  B.  LeGraud,  la. 
(  B.  A.   BeESON,    Des  Moines,   ia. 
Report  on  motion  adop!  ed. 
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Report  of  Memorial  Committee. 

The  following  report  of  the  Memorial  Committee  was  next  receiv- 
ed and  adopted,  and  ordered  placed  in  the  proceedings: 

Your  Committee  would  respectfully  report  that  they  find  letters 
announcing^1  the  death  of  the  following  comrades: 

E.  D.  Yule,  Assistant  Surgeon, ..died ,1891. 

Nathaniel  Wilson,  Co.  M_. ...Aprils,  L892. 

F.  A.    Harris,  Co.  F,...  May  0,  1892. 

II.  N.  Battles,  Co.  F,..  Sept.  17,  1892. 

Win.  Rowley,  Co.  15, Jan.  9.  1880. 

John  Snyder,   Co.  L, - ._'---in  Fall  of  1892. 

II.  D.  MeCombs,  Co.  Al, March  24, 1893. 

Wm.  G.  Stevenson,  Co.  M,  .Sept.  20,  1892. 

A.  tleitz,  Co.  E, •_ _.in  1891. 

F.  M.  Griffith,  Co.  D, 1 Jan.  22,  1892. 

Martin  'renter,  Co.  M, ■ in  3888. 

W.  W.  Miller,  Co.  G, Jan.  5,  1892. 

C.  P.  Reed,  Co.  M, Jan.  25,  1891. 

F.  W.  Verian,  Co.  M, Sept.  29,  1892. 

Joseph  Anderson,  Co.  L,  . 

Capt.  S.  Gilbert,  Co.   F .    

Jacob  Ilenau,  Co.  D,  _ — — 

J.  W,  Ellas,  Co.  M, ■. ; August,  1892. 

J.  M.  Giles,  Co.  G, . Jan.  1890. 

Lawrence  Miller,  Co.  G : — 

II.  M.    Downer,  Co.  K, July  28,  1889. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  Committee, M.  Carroll. 

Comrade  David  Lutz,  of  Co.  I,  recited  an  interesting  original  poem, 
commemorating  the  bravery  of  Comrade  "Toad,"  (Win.  Myers,  Co.  T) 
upon  '&hat  battle  day"  at  Booneville,  when  the  "Twin  Seconds" — Sec- 
ond Iowa  and  Second  Mich.  Cavalry,  won  the  first  'star' for  gallant  Phil. 
Sheridan,  and  where  Comrade  Lutz  lost  his  "good  right  arm,"  and  was 
assisted  to  the  rear  by  the  plucky  'Toad.'  The  poem  was  well  received, 
heartily  applauded,  and  would  be  published  did  space  permit. 

After  some  further  "desultory  firing"  from  all  over  the  house,  in 
the  way  of  feministic  talk,  at  about  12  M.  adjourned  for 

The  Banquet. 

Al  12  o'clock.  M.  the  "boys"  and  their  wives  gathered  at  Co.  A's 
Armory  for  the  closing  banquet.     L'lates   had   been   laid  for  250  guests, 

and  seats  were  all  filled.  The  repast  was  sumptuous, elegant,ernbracing 
all  of  the  substantial,  and  the  choicest  viands  of  the  season,  each  plate 

ornamented  with  a  beautiful  button-hole  boquet,  for  the  hero's  breast. 
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The  banquet  was  served  by  the  Ladies  of  the  ;M.  E.  Mile  Society,  the 
veterans  paying  for  their  meals,  as  is  their  custom,  by  resolution  of  the 
Association. 

After  the  comrades  had  enjoyed  in  full  the  bout  if  ul  repast,  Pres't 
Beeson  called  the  attention  of  the  Regiment  to  the  subject  that  had 
been  of  vital  interost  to  many  of  the  boys— "Transportation" — and  call- 
ed upon  your  Secretary,  who  had  just  marched  in  at  the  head  of  "Tom 
Howard"  Post,  of  Clear  Lake  to  respond.     His  reply  in  effect, as  follows: 

Mr.  President  and  Comrades : 

Those'  of  you  who  were  at  West  Point  remember  the  hole  that  the 
rebels  got  us  into  that  day— a  hole  where  we  would  all  have  been  buried 
beneath  the  prairie  sod  or  starved  in  Anderson ville  had  not  the  Ninth 
Illinois  Cavalry  on  request  of  your  Colonel,  without  orders,  come  back 
and  helped  us  out.  This  morning  you  were  in  a  financial  hole  equally  as 
desperate,  on  transportation.  The  best  I  could  do  was  to  ttnd  two  hun- 
dred and  nine  certificates,  and  I  needed  two  hundred  and  fifty,  or  your 
transportation  rebate  wasVst.  and  some  of.  you  boys  would  have  been 
compelled  to  walk  home.  But,  on  request  of  your  Secretary,  Tom  How- 
ard Post  and  Corps,  of  Clear  Lake,  have  come  to  the  rescue  in  force— as 
gallantly  as  did  the  9th  Ills,  at  West  Point— and  brought  your  certifi- 
cates up  to  over  two  hundred  an  I  sixty,  an  1  let  you  out  of  all  difficulty. 
I  now  propose  that  Tom  Howard  Post  and  Corps  be  made  Honorary 
Members  of  our  Association  tor  to-day,  by  a  rousing  vote  and  three 
cheers.  "Second  the  motion,"  was  heard  all  over  the  hall,  and  hardly 
waiting  for  the  motion  to  be  put,  the  boys  rose  in  their  seats  and  raised 
the  roof  with  three  old-time  hurrahs. 

The  second  toast  was  '"The  Ladies,"  responded  to  as  follows,  by 
Major  Gtjstave  Schnitger. 
My.  President,  Ladies  and  Comrades: 

I  have1  been  chosen  by  the  committee  on  arrangements  to  address 
you  for  a  few  minutes,  on  any  subject  I  felt  inclined  to  select.  I  there- 
fore selected  as  my  subject  "The  Ladies,"  and  will  address  you  on  "Wo- 
man Suffrage." 

In  the  year  1876  I  was  appointed  from  Davenport,  Iowa,  as  United 
States  Marshal  for  the  Territory  of  Wyoming.  The  Territory  was  not 
much  known  at  that  time,  except  as  the  only  territory  or  state  in  the 
unii$,n  where  Woman  Suff rage  was  adopted.  I  at  that  time  was  not  in 
favor  of  suffrage  to  woman;  but  my  first  experience  at  one  of  the  elec- 
tions in  thai  territory,  convinced  me  that  1  was  entirely  mistaken,  re- 
garding the  benefits  resulting  from  suffrage  to  woman.  1  made  it  a 
point  to  visit  all  the  polling  places  in  the  city  of  Cheyenne,  where  I  was 
then  stationed,  and  I  found  to  my  astonishment  at  all  the  voting  places 
the  voting  was  conducted  in  a  very  orderly  manner;  there  was  no  loud 
talking,  no  swearing  and  no  drunkenness  to  be  heard  or  seen  about  t  hose 
places,  even  the  ticket  peddlers  were  so  polite  that  Llio.y  took  off  their 
hats  to  the  ladies  who  came  to  vote,  and  allowed  them  to  select  such  tick- 
ets as  they  desired.  This  in  itself  was  a  great  improvement  over  the 
voting  done  at  the  precincts  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  1  had  recently 
left,  and  had  been  an  eye  witness  to  many  disturbances  on  election  days. 
1  at  once  thought  more  favorably  of  woman  suffrage.  I  had  often  been 
told  and  was  brought  up  to  believe  that  the  right  Of  suffrage  given  to 
woman  would  result  in  turning  the  State  govern  in 't  over  to  the  Church, 
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and  personal  liberty  would  receive  a  death  blow  by  allowing-  woman  to 
vote.  Now  sir,  on  investigation,  I  found  this  to  be  the  contrary,  and 
that  the  citizens  of  Cheyenne  and  the  'Territory  had  the  advantage  of 
more  liberal  laws  to  govern  them  than  ia  found  in  many  cities  and  states 
of  the  union.  None  of  the  schools  were  conducted  under  sectarian  in- 
fluences, and  the  Bible  was  forbidden  by  law  to  be  read  in  the  public 
schools.  I  have  lived  in  that  territory,  now  a  state,  for  the  past  fifteen 
years,  and  am  still  convinced  that  the  suffrage  given  to  woman  in  Wy- 
oming, lias  been  and  is  a  great  benefit.  I  find  that  it  gives  a  purity  to 
the  ballot  that  c:uld  not  otherwise  be  gained;  it  demands  that  a  candi- 
date for  office  must  have  a  good  moral  character,  and  must  be  straight 
and  upright  in  all  respects.  The  women  voters  look  upon  these  quali- 
ties in  a  candidate  more  than  they  do  to  partizanship.  More  particu- 
larly so  is  this  in  city  elections. 

1  also  find  the  statement  made  and  generally  believed  throughout 
the  east  that  women  would  be  inclined  to  run  tor  ollices  for  which  they 
are  not  mentally  or  physically  qualified,  or  for  offices  which  t  heir  sex  in 
social  Jaws  would  not  permit.  fThis  wide  spread  statement  is  not  there- 
fore true,  as  we  find  women  have  no  desire  to  make  themselves  conspic- 
uous before  the  public  in  public  affairs.  But  I  will  say  that  women  will 
run  for  County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  1  think  to-day  that  most 
all  those  positions  in  the  counties  of  our  State  are  tilled  by  women,  the 
result  being  that  Wyoming  has  less  illiterate  people  according  to  the 
population  than  is  found  in  any  slate  of  the  union. 

We  have  given  suffrage  to  the  Negro;  are  our  women  less  intelli- 
gent? Are  they  less  to  be  trusted?  1  think  not.  In. Wyoming  the  wo- 
men run  ranches  and  carry  on  mercantile  business  with  much  better 
success  than  a  great  many  of  the  Lords  of  Creation.  Is  not  that  a  rea- 
son why  they  should  vote? 

Three  years  ago,  when  Wyoming  was  admitted  to  the  union  as  a 
State,  the  first  legislature  that  convened  adopted  the  Australian  ballot 
making  Wyoming  the  first  state  in  the  union  to  adopt  this  improved 
system  of  election  laws.  This  scores  another  point  for  Wyoming  in  the 
march  of  progress,  where  she  is  always  found  in  the  vanguard  of  civil- 
ization. I  tell  you  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  citizens  of 
the  State  of  Iowa  will  have  to  vote  on  the  question  of  Woman  Suffrage. 
Our  neighboring  state.  Colorado  will  vote  on  it  this  fall,  and  the  indica- 
tion are  that  the  citizens  of  that  state  will  cast  their  ballots  in  favor  of  it. 

In  conclusion  I  will  say  to  you,  and  mv  earnest  desire  is,  that  when- 
ever thisrsubjecf  of  woman  suffrage  comes  to  a  vote  in  Iowa, that  you  all 
may  be  found  in  the  front  in  a  gallant  charge  voting  in  favor  of  it;  and 
judging  from  my  first  experience  I  can  safely  say  you  will  nex^r 
regret  it. 

Next  came  the  toast.  "West  Point."  responded  to  by 

Com  kadis  .John  Lu  Taylor.        H$  QjQ^'Oj 
Mr.  President,  Comrades,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

My  long  trip  of  over  two  thousand  miles  across  the  mountains  from 
Salt  Lake  City  has  not  particularly  qualified  me  for  addressing  you  on 
an  occasion  of  this  kind;  however,  i  shall  endeavor  to  relal  e  to. you  brief- 
ly some  of  the  incidents  which  took  place  on  that  eventful  occasion  of 
our  trip  to  West  Point,  Miss.  When  I  stop  to  think  of  it  for  a  moment 
hurriedly  itoccurstome  how  fitting  it  is  (hat  /  should  be  called  upon 
on  this  occasion  to  respond  to  the  toast  "West  Point."  If  is  tilting,  my 
friends,  because  of  the  fact  that  a  gentleman  well  known    in    this  beau- 
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tiful  city,  and  who  is  still  highly  respected  by  you,  and  loved  by  those 
of  us  who  served  with  him  during  those  trying  days  of  the  great  war  of 
the  rebellion,  the  brave,  gallant  and  tender-hearted  General  Coon,  who 
once  lived  here.  It  was  my  fortune  on  the  22nd  day  of  February,  18G4, 
to  be  at  the  side  of  Comrade  Serg't  Johnson,  of  Co.  M,  when  he  was  shot 
and  killed  near  the  slough  as  we  came  out  of  the  timber,  approaching 
the  big  open  held.  I  had  left  the  side  of  Serg't  Johnson  but  a  moment 
when  1  came  across  Major  Coon,  commanding  the  regiment  at  the  time. 
EI  is  orderly,  Thompson,  had  been  killed,  but  a  moment  before.  We  of 
the  2nd  had  been  holding  the  rear  all  of  the  fore  part  of  the  day,  fight- 
ing on  the  retreat.  We  had  become  by  this  time  very  much  exhausted 
and  were  being  driven  back  by  an  overwhelming  force.  Major  Coon  had 
repeatedly  called  on  Col.  Hepburn,  commanding  brigade,  for  help,  but. 
for  some  reason  Col.  Hepburn  was  not  permitted  to  send  us  assistance, 
but  instead  ordered  us  to  ''fallback,"  which  we  could  not  do  without 
lighting,  as  our  only  alternative  was  to  tight  or  run.  As  1  approached 
Major  Coon  in  the  Held  he  had  just  received  for  the  third  or  fourth  time 
the  stereotyped  order  to  "fall  back."  lie  turned  to  the  messenger  and 
said  "Tell  Col.  Hepburn  that  he  must  send  me  reinforcements  to  pro- 
tect the  Hanks,  or  clear  the  road  so  that  we  may  jam!  we  have  either  got 
to  fight  or  run!"  The  Major  was  feeling  very  bad,  and  so  was  I,  as  I  be- 
lieved then  that  the  most  of  my  own  Company  were  either  killed  or  cap- 
tured. The  tears  coursed  down  his  cheeks,  and  I  was  so  full  1  could  not 
speak.  I  finally  blurted  out,  'But — but — Major,  we  won't  run,  will  we?' 
"jYo,  my  boy,  we  won't  run;  if  they  want  us  they  must  take  us  fighting!' 
Some  twenty  years  after  that  [  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  (Jen.  Coon 
in  Washington  City,  and  related  this  circumstance  to  him,  and  he  re- 
membered it  clearly,  as  the  tears  again  rilled  his  eyes.  Friends,  of  Ma- 
son City,  this  will  give  but  an  idea  of  the  character  of  the  man  as  a  sol- 
dier, you  sent  from  your  midst  to  the  great  war  of  the  rebellion.  1  will 
now  pass  along  briefly  to  a  point  little  later. in  the  day..  We  had  finally 
been  relieved  of  our  position  in  the  rear  by  another  regiment,  but  were 
almost  immediately  placed  back  there  where  we  had  been  nearly  all  of 
the  day — the  regiment  that  had  relieved  us  having  been  driven  back 
with  such  force  that  they  were  unable  to  recover  until  we  had  again 
checked  the  exultant  enemy.  Captain  Ilortou  was  in  command  of  his 
rifle  battallion,  and  on  the  skirmish  line  lighting  dismounted,  every 
foot  of  the  ground  being  stubbornly  contested  by  Ilortou  and  his  rifles; 
but  we  were  being  pushed  back.  The  country  was  rough  and  hilly  mid 
timbered  somewhat,  quite  brushy  in  places,  making  it,  very  hard  for 
Horton  and  his  dismounted  men  to  form  line  and  hold  their  position. — 
Now  and  then  a  rifleman  would  become  exhausted  and  give  up,  but  the 
brave  and  gallant  Charley  would  halt,  run  back  in  the  face  of  the  ene- 
my and  pick  up  Ins  fallen  and  exhausted  comrades  and  help  them  along 
back  into  lint;,  and  beg  of  them  not  to  give  up,  but  hold  out  just  a  little 
longer  and  all  would  he  well.  Finally  Brunton,  one  of  Horton.'s  Lieu- 
tenants, was  shot  through  both  legs,  when  we  had  almost  reached  the 
ton  of  the  hill.  As  I  happened  to  be  about  I  lie  only  mounted  man  near 
at  the  time,  [offeree]  my  horse  to  lirunton,  but  fee  could  not  ride.  He 
was  ''hot,"  "red  hot"  and  oh,  how  he  did-  pray  ;  but  not  such  prayers 
as  you  find  in  prayer-books.  We  got  him  into  an  ambulance  and  out  of 
the  enemy's  hands,  when  he  surely  would  have  been  lost  had  it  not  been 
for  the  stubborn  resistance  of  Ilortou  and  the  intrepid  riflemen.  My 
kind  friends,  these  are  but  samples  of  the  character  and  characteristics 
of  the  men  whom  you  are  now  honoring  and  providing  for  in  your  beau- 
tiful homes.  Are  they  worthy  of  your  honor'.-'  The  halo  and  kindly  ex- 
pressions I  see  upon  your'  face's  tell  me   thai    you  believe  they  are.     My 
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friends,  I  could  go  on  for  hours  and  relate  to  you  incidents  of  this  kind, 
but  I  am  admonished  that  my  time  is  up,  and  1  shall  therefore  close  by 
thanking  you  fur  your  earnest  attention,  and  the  interest  you  have 
shown  in  my  rambling  remarks  on  "West  Point." 

The  last  Toast  announced  was  "Second  [owa  Cavalry  to  the  Rescue." 
Response  by 

Comrade  M.  Carroll,  Co.  C. 

Not  having  received  any  notice  to  be  ready  with  a  speech  on  this 
occasion.  I  can  only  relate  a  story  or  two  that  comes  to  my  mind  at  this 
time.  It  is  not  the  first  t  ime  I  have  received  orders  without  notice,  nor 
are  my  children  like  Comrade  Wagner's,  who.  according  to  his  own  sto- 
ry, innocently  asked,  "Pa,  which  side  was  you  on':"'  On  the  contrary, 
my  children  know  the  story  of  my  warfare  full  heller  than  1  can  relate 
it  now. 

But  to  my  story.  You  know  it  has  been  sometimes  said  that  the 
cavalry  did  no  lighting;  that  a  premium  was  offered  for  a  dead  cavalry- 
man, and  1  wish  to  tell  one  story  that  will  illustrate  the  efficiency  of  cav- 
alry, and  especially  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  in  time  of  i[cr(\.  At  the 
time  of  our  camping  a1  Memphis,  in  the  fall  of  1863,  we  were  in  the  hab- 
it of  attending  the  theater.  One  night  when  the  play  of  "lngo.mar,  the 
Barbarian,"  was  the  bill  the  house  was  well  filled  with  soldiers,  and 
at  that  point  in  the  play  where  old  Polydore  had  Parthenia  a  prisoner. 
and  was  threatening  her  with  terrible  vengeance  if  she  refused  to  marry 
him.  She  was  on  her  knees  pleading  for  mercy,  and  in  the  agony  of  her 
despair  she  cried  out,  "Help!  help!"  At  that  moment  a  member  of  the 
Second  Iowa  Cavalry  sprang  over  the  footlights  from  his  seat  in  the  au- 
dience, and  nourished  his  revolver,; shouting,  "  Here  we  are,  Madam! — 
Second  Iowa  Cavalry  at  your  service!"  Old  Polydore  ran  like  a  white- 
head from  the  stage  very  much  frightened.  The  young  lady  rose  from 
her  knees  with  composure  and  facing  the  soldier — who  was  none  other 
than  comrade. T.  11.  D.  .Jacobs,  of  Co.  M — said  to  him,  "J  think',  sir, yon 
had  better  go  to  the  front."  Jle  gracefully  returned  Ins  pistol  to  its 
I: :  ilste)- and  said,  "All  done  in  a  proper  manner.  Madame,"  and  resum- 
e  1  his  seat  in  the  audience.  So  suddenly,  and  so  complete  was  this  in- 
terruption, that  many  who  saw  it  declared  it  a  part  of  the  play.  Com- 
rade Jacobs  called  upon  the  actress,  a  Mrs.  Henri,  a  few  days  after,  and 
otfered  an  apology,  when  she  made'  him  a  present  of  a  handsome  pin. 

Another  instance  will  illustrate  the  strict  adherence  to  duty  of  as 
brave  a  soldier  as  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry  could  boast  of.  This,  too, 
occurred  while  we  were  in  camp  at  Memphis.  Contraband  goods  were 
smuggled  through  the  lines  in  various  ways  for  the  use  of  the  enemy.— 
Company  C,  with  Lieut.  Michael  Connor  in  command,  was  detailed  to 
go  and  find  the  hiding  place  of  these  goods  and  destroy  them.  The 
house  where  the  goods  were  secreted  was  found  near  Panola,  Miss.,  and 
on  oil!-  arrival  there,  alter  a  swiff  march,  we  found  1  hrce  ladies,  mot  her 
and  two  daughters,  who  stoutly  protested  ihai  there  were  no  goods 
there.  A  little  investigation,  however,  brought  to  light  a  considerable 
quantity .of  clothing,  bolts  of  cloth,  hats,  &<:.  Seeing  that  I  he\  were 
about  to  lose  what  was  in  their  charge  and  evidently  intended  for  the 
use  of  rebel,  soldiers,  the^  begged  of  us  not  to  destroy  the  goods.  One 
of  the  young  ladies  singled  out  tallest  man  in  i  he  crowd  as  most  likely 
t  he.  oil  ice  r  in  command,  and  entreated  him  in  most  persuasive,  pleading 
tone-,  not  to  destroy  her  property,  and  looking  him  full  in  the  face,  said: 
"Oh,  Sir,  you  will  not  desl  roy  our  property,  will  yoU'?"  Lieut .  Connor, 
for  it  was  he  she  was  addressing,  straightened  himself   up  and  replied, 
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"Madam.  I  am  the  Destroying  Angel  :  I  come  to- destroy  your  property, 
not  to  save  it!"  The  young  lady  sank  to  the  floor  in  utter  despair,  and 
gave  expression  t::  her  agony  in  loud  weeping.  The  tears  and  pleadings 
of  a  woman,  young  or  old,  could  no  more  swerve  Lieut.  Connor  from  the 
path  of  duty  than  could  the  belching  cannon,  lie  was  a  true  soldier, 
and  never  failed  to  do  his  dut\ . 

following  these  Toasts  and  responses  came  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions,  as  follows  : 

Resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  our  comrades  who  have  at  great  ex- 
pense, a  sacrifice  of  time  and  money,  gladdened  (an-  hearts  by  their  at- 
tendarice-on  this,  our  Sixth  Biennial  Reunion,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
for  their  welcome  presence. 

2nd.  That  we  extend  to  our  absent  comrades  a  cordial  and  frater- 
nal greeting,  and  sincerely  pray  that  they  may  he  permitted  by  a 
Kind  Providence  to  meet  with  us  at  our  next  and  many  future  reunions. 

:trd.  That  we  tender  our  mosl  sincere  thanks  to  the  patriotic  and 
generous-hearted  citizens  of  Mason  City,  for  the  cordial  welcome,  and 
the  kind  and  unoi  lierly'  attention  shown  lis  d urine  our  present  reunion 
in  i  heir  beautiful  city. 

4th.  That  our  earnest  and  most  sincere  thanks  are  given  to  the  M. 
E.  M  ite  Society,  of  this  city  for  the  generous  manner  in  which  f  hey  have 
provided  for  our  wants  in  the  way  of  commissary  supplies  for  the  inner 
man,  and  particularly  do  we  thank  them  forthe  pleasant  and  happy 
manner  in  which  they  vied  each  other  to.  see  who  could  do  i  he  most  for 
us.  May  they  always  remain  beautiful,  and  their  shadows  '"never  grow 
less." 

nth.  That  we  also  extend  to  tin;  very  thoughtful,  and  generous- 
hearted  people  of  the  city  who  have  opened  to  us  their  beautiful  homes 
as  shelter  while  here,  our  sincere  I  hanks  and  our  best  wishes  for  their 
tut  ure  success  and  happiness. 

Oth.  That  we  will  always  remember  with  pleasure  the  spirit  of 
true  comradeship  with  which  we  have  been  received  and  treated  bj  our 
comrades  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  residents  of  Mason  City. 

7th.  That  we  heartily  appreciate  the  great  labor,  care  and  atten- 
tion Comrade  Bitmap,  our  very  eiticient  Secretary ,  hasgiven  to  the  work 
of  making  this  reunion  a  complete  and  most  pleasant  success;  and  we 
wish  to  say  that  it  is  entirely  due  to  his  untiring  energy  that  we  nave 
had  such  a  grand  and  glorious  time,  and  we  tender  him  our  most  sincere 
and  warmest  thanks.  Henry  Egbert, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

The   resolutions  were  enthusiastically  and    unanimously  adopted, 

and  the  Sixth  Reunion  of  t  he  did  Regimenl  closed. 

lint  who  shall  describe  the  parting?  The  silent-  pressure  of  hands 
by  comrades  who  were  now  again  to  separate  perhaps  to  meet  no  more 
on  earth— and  who  dare  not  trust  themselves  to  speak.  The  forced 
laugh  t  hat  but  faintly  covered  t  he  rising  sob  ;  t  he  wrinkled  cheeks  Wet 
by  tears  and  dried  by  some  familiar  joke  ;  and  everywhere  the  hearty 
soul-felt,  sincere  '"(lood-Byes"  and  "(iod  bless  you,  boy's." 


SIXTH   REUNION  SECOND  IOWA  CAVALRY.  39 


Yes.  "God  bless  you,  boys, "  wherever  you  maybe!  Whether  in  the 
halls of  Congress  or  Soldiers'  flomes;  whether  by  the  Atlantic  coast 
or  on- the  L'aci tic  slope  ;  north  or  south,  in  any  nook,  or  place  or  condi- 
tion, where  'tis  my  purpose  that  this  hook  shall  follow  and  find  you!— 
"God  bless  you;"  And  il!  anything  herein  shall  recall  the  comradeship 
of  old  days,  or  emphasize  the  fraternity  oil  this  reunion,  or  induce  you 
to  here  promise  that  you  will,  God  willing,  be  with  us  at  Des  Moines 
t wo  years  hence,  the  labor  is  rewarded  and  the  wish  accomplished  of 

You u  Secretary. 

Following  is  a  full  Roster  of  the  Comrades  in  attendance,  and  their 
present  residence  : 

The  Rosteu  of  Companies. 

«  Co.  A. 

Col.  C.  C  Fioiiton,  ..  Muscat ine,  Iowa. 

William  Yerink,   •  Lefts,   Iowa. 

,).  W.  liartinger,  Concordia,  Kans. 

1).  II.  Thompson,   Clarence,  la. 

II.  II.  Jobes,  ..    -.-  Casey,  la. 

W.  li.  Brunton,  Watrous,  New  Mexico 

K.  II.  Lockwood,  Mason  City,  Iowa. 

Ed.  Ilunecker,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

W.  L.  McXeaL-  Fort  Dodge.   Iowa. 

()i  is  Legg,  Republic,  la. 

Co.  It. 

•'•  M-  Tanner,  Kelly,   Iowa. 

&    Purvis,:-  Ames,  Iowa. 

I*.  II.  Ream,     .".  Cambridge,   la. 

T-  -j-  Oady,  Council  Bluffs,  la. 

L.  l\  Stoddard,                 .  [owa  Palls,  Iowa. 

It.  A.  Carleton,  Iowa  Falls,  Iowa. 

W.  T.  Hughes,  Eldora,   Iowa. 

•'•   L-  Herbert,  Lc  Grand,    Iowa. 

Ceo.  Brouhard  Collins,  Iowa. 

'••'I"'  Blake,  Mason  city,  Iowa. 

Win.  K.  Walker.  elation.  Iowa. 

<Y  M-  Clark,  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 

•' iici.  Caufleld,  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 

A.  A.  I  la rl  ine,  Zcaring,  Iowa. 

1;'  A-  Beeson,  D,-s  Moines,  Iowa. 

1°«  T-  YOungs,  Maoksburg.  Iowa. 

1;-  l;-  Smith,  Dotey,  Nebraska. 

IX  II.  Ballard,  Belmond.  Iowa. 
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Co.  C. 


Daniel  Snyder 

M.  Carroll, 
Levi  Woods, 
Isaac  Gil  more, 
A.  J.  Abbott, 
James  Scales, 
Henry  Egbert, 
.1.  S.  Neason,    . 
James  Mann, 

John  Finley, 

A.  C.  Wells, 
Henry  Melchert, 
James  Livingston. 

15.  F.  Cottrell,.. 
J.  M.  Chaffee, 
N.  B.  Callahan,    . 
Henry  C.  Smith, 
John  N.  Butler, . 
T.  T.  Anderson, 


Maj.  Gustave  Schnitger 

Daniel  Ferguson,  . 

D.  II.  Lambert. 
Peter  Flynn, 

Henry  VV.  Todd 

Peter  Riley,  

Horace  Sehenck, 
Salmon  Powers, 
SUS.  West-gate, 
\V.  W.   Gates,,. 
John  C.  Cheeney,  _. 
Jacob  M.  Waltz, 
Del.  Lake. 
A.  T.  Eaton, 
II.  If.  Patterson... 
T.   Fithers, 
J.  S.  Pritchard, 
John  Stryker. 
G.  L.  Cutler, 

J.  Gilpin,  

J.  K.  Fill, 

J.   W.   Kiinberlin, 


Co.  J). 


Co.  E. 


Co.  F 


Dixon,  Iowa. 

Iowa  City,  Iowa. 

Worthing,  S.  D. 

Denison,  Iowa 

.  Manchester,  Iowa. 

Echo,   Iowa. 

.  - .'.    Davenport,  Iowa. 

Eagle  G  rove,  Iowa. 

dishing',    Iowa. 

Ida  Grove,  Iowa. 

I  'unbar,  Wis. 

Marshalltown,   la. 

Hancock,  Iowa. 

Emmettsburg,  la. 

I  K-M'vvick,  Iowa. 

Ray,  Mo. 

Lagley,  Iowa. 
Lake  view,  Iowa. 
Indianola.  Iowa. 

Laramie.  Wyoming. 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Sutherland.  Iowa. 

Riverside-,  Iowa. 

1302  Blake  St.  Denver,  Col. 

Blencoe,  Iowa. 

Algona,  Iowa. 

Iowa   Falls,  Iowa. 

Iowa  Falls,  Iowa. 

Clarion,  Iowa. 

Fort  Dodge,  Iowa. 

Belmond,  Iowa. 

Webster  City,  la. 

Twin  Lakes,  Iowa. 

Algona,  Iowa. 

Arbor  Hill.  Iowa. 

BeJmoud,  Iowa. 

Woolistock,  Iowa. 

Clarion.  Iowa. 

Windham,  Kan. 

Marshalltown,  Iowa. 

Webster  Ci1  \.  Iowa. 
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Co.  U. 


H.  B.  Waters, ..... 
Win.  Pulmer,.- 
Eldridge  Gregg,.. . 

C.  Cope,     

A.  Norton, 
Fred.  Stanley,  _- 
J allies  Walter,    , . _ 
!i.  F.   Barkalow, 
Milton  M.  lleiney, 
A.  W.  Heiney,.--. 
W.  II.  Crammer, . . 

Wm.  Finley, 

James  Finley,     ... 
Solon  Knonse,  _. 
Ceo.  W.  Wood,  ... 
Wm.  R.  Alger, 
Edwin  L.  Alger, ... 
A.  H.  Miller,... 
Hen.   E.  Lilly, 
David  Reynolds, 
Wm.  Martin. 

,J.  Cole,.... 
A.  Bordial,...- 
Frank  Muhrlein, . 
A.  N.  Detwiler, 
J'.  A.  Cleannan, .. 
T.  B.  Allen,... 
Isaac  Meyers,  v 
A.  K.  Ha  skins, 

J.  B.^Wagner 

Chas.  s.  Nealey, 
John  Hall, 
S.  E.  Harper. 

James  W.  Cook, 
P.  F.  Wragg, 
K.  13.  My  rick. 
11.  E.  Jones, 
( 1.  L.  Jones, 
John  Dickerson, 
James  Davis, 
John  \V.  Hobbsj  . 
(lev,.  W.  Davis,-. .. 


Co.  H. 


Co.  I. 


Attalissa,  Iowa. 

Boone,  Iowa, 

Iron  River,  Wis. 

Attalissa,  [a. 

Ladora,  Iowa. 

Forreston,  111. 

Mitchellville,Ia 

Attalissa,  la. 

Fairport,  Iowa. 

....     Danville,  111. 

Prescott,  Iowa. 

-.-_     Brady,  Mich. 

Clarion,  Iowa. 

Washington,  Iowa. 

Lake  view,  Iowa. 

Clear  Lake,  Iowa. 

Clear  Lake,  Iowa. 

Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Zenorville,  Iowa. 

Riverside,  Iowa. 

Morse,  Iowa. 

Iowa  City,  la. 

...  Audubon,  Iowa. 

Iowa  City,  Iowa. 

.  --Iowa  City,  Iowa. 

North  Liberty, la. 

Stewart,  Nebr. 

Van  Home,  la. 

Davenport,  la. 

Hedges,  Iowa. 

..     Millersburg,  la. 

Vinton,  Iowa. 

Delhi,  Iowa. 

CilbertsvillcN.  V. 

Elmira,  N.  V. 

Bristow,  Iowa. 

Waterville,  Minn. 

Mt.  Vernon,  la. 

Bromlield,  Neb. 

Lisbon.  Iowa. 
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John  Wood, 

James  Ryan,. .. 
J.  C.  Smith,   .... 

A.  Webster,  _- 

L.  II.  Ferguson, . 
D.  R.  Ziegler, 
John  T.  Rich,.. 
Will.  Ed.  Tucker. 
J.  F.  Bcdnar,..-. 
David  Lntz, . . 
II.  P.  Kirk, 
G.  W.  Caldwell, 
Chas.  \V.  Cornier, 
W.  A.  Burnap,    .. 


G.  II.  Goodman, 
David  Gral breath,  . 
J.  tT.  Coulter,.  . 

Stephen  Woodhurst, 
A.  Need  ham, 
Walter  Shanell, 
John  L.  Taylor, .. 
II.  A.  Rolf, 
VV.  T.  Whit  more 
R.  B.  Springer,   . 
Frank  Hammond, 

Thos.  Day  lor,   - 
M.  V.  Seamonds, 
Joseph  Kimball, 
Thomas  W.   Lias, 

A.  W.  leathers,. . 
R.  F.  McMeans,.. 
S.  M.  Gibson,    . 

B.  M.  Gibson, 

A.  G.  Willis, 

JT.  Leonard, 
Nathan  Smith, 
Newton  M.  Hadden, 


Co.  K. 


Co.  L. 


Co.  M. 


Victor,  Wash. 

Ryan,  Iowa. 

Washington,  Iowa. 

Raines  vide,  O. 

Chricsville,  O. 

Moline,  111. 

Burchinal,  la. 

Mason  City,  la. 

Cedar  Rapids,  la 

Marshalllown.Ja. 

Mason  City,  Iowa. 

Strawberry  Point,  la. 

Nebraska. 

..  Mason  City,  Iowa. 

.  EauClaire,Wis. 

New  Sharon,  J  a. 
Burlington,  la. 

-  -   .Jackson,  Mich. 

Ruthven,  Iowa. 

Rock  Rapids,  la. 

Salt  Lake  City,  U. 

Traer,  la. 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

Janesville,Minn. 

El  heron,  Iowa. 

Britt,  Iowa. 

Akron,  Iowa. 

Akron,  Iowa. 

Akron,  Iowa. 

.  Maqnoketa.  la. 

Andrew,  fowa. 

^   -    A  ndrew,  Iowa. 

Andrew.  Iowa. 

Red  Cloud,  Neb. 

Relmond,  Iowa. 

.   .     Mont  icello,  la. 

Smith  Center,  Kan. 


The   following   named   Comrades,    unable   to  be    present,  remitted 
Membership  Pees,  as  follows  : 

W.   D.  Lawrence,  Muscatine,  Iowa,,  .$]   00 

J.  B.  Albrook,  Mount  Vernon,  la., i  00 
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Hugh  Bates,  Red  Bluffs,  Calif 5  00 

John  Rankin,  3310  Jackson  St.,  Dubuque,  la.,  1  00 

Abel  G.  Newman,  Soldiers'  Home,  Milwaukee,  Wis., 1  00 

F.  1 1.  E va us,  W i nte rset,  Iowa, 1  00 

J.  (J.  Johnston,  Westboro,  Mo, . 1  00 

I.  II.  Ford.  Grand  Junction,  la., __  1  00 

W.  C.  Karr,  Wellman,  la,, „ ■_  l  00 

J.  11.  McClard,  Des  Moines,  la., 1  00 

Ed.  F.  Jones,  Holton,  Kansas,  1  00 

W.  L.  Backensto,  Denver,  Colorado,  1  00 

E.  \\r.  Bandy,   Kossuth.  Iowa, 1  00 

K.  Pearson,  Dysart,  Iowa, :.  1  no 

X.  S.  Crary,  Essex,  Iowa. 1  00 

T.  J.  Wilson,  Columbus,  Kansas,--, 1  00 

N.  R.  Zeigler,  Moline,  111.,* 1  no 

Secretary's  Financial  Report. 

To  Cash  received,  ])r: 

From  M.  Carroll,  former  Secretary, $59  10 

Fees  remitted  by  Comrades, 21  10 

For  Radges  sold, - 17  50 

Hal.  unexpended   Mason  City  fund, J  04 

From  Co.  A, 8  00 

k>   B, :__.  18  00 

"     C,    :___•__  ____15      00 

"    D, -   6  00 

"    E, 100 

"    F, -■ 16  00 

'•    G, . 19  00 

"     II,--- 10  00 

"    I,  10  00 

kl    K, 4  00 

"v        "    L 8  00 

"    M - 13  00 

Total  Received, 235  74 

(  Contra.) 
By  Cash  paid,  Cr: 

For  Postage,  5  communications, $48  56 

"  Freight,  telegrams,  and  sund.  expenses.    .-    8  10 

"  Association  Badge,  cut, 1  25 

••  General  printing  and  stationery, 15)  00 

••  Printing  700  Reports, . .  80  00 

"  Copying  Report,.   ... 15  00 

"  Work  on  Roster,-. 12  50 

•'  Cash  bal.  remitted  to  T.  T.  Anderson, 50  73 

Total,  as  above,  ;. $235  71 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.   A.    Buiinap,  Seeretan). 
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APPENDIX. 


In  closing  this  Report  of  our  Sixth  Reunion — which,  in  its  illustra- 
tions, etc.,  is  intended  as  a  valuable  "Memorial  "  edition  of  our  bien- 
nial Minute  Book— we  believe  the  "Boys  "  will  all  be  glad  to  read  and 
preserve  the  kindly  ••  Farewell  "  Orders  of  our  old  Commanders,  the  la- 
mented Generals  Edward  Hatch  and  Datus  E.  Coon,  which  are  given 
below  : 

Farewell  Order  of  Hajor=General  Edward  Hatch. 


Headquarters  District  of  Talladega,  / 
Talladega,  Ala.,  Aug.  22,  180o.  j~ 
Gen'l  Orders  I  Orders  have  been  received  this  day  directing  me  to  re- 
No.  4.  \  port  to  another  Department  for  duty,  which  compeis  me 
to  part  with  the  officers  and  men  of  the  2nd  Regiment  Cavalry,  Iowa 
Veteran  Vols.,  and  the  Oth,  7th  and  9th  Regiments  Cavalry,  Illinois 
Vet.  Vols.,  with  whom  I  have  been  so  long  and  so  pleasantly  associated. 
There  are  times  in  the  course  of  events  when  the  best  of  friends  must 
part,  and  now  that  the  hour  of  our  separation  draws  nigh,  1  desire  to 
express  my  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  cheerful  co-operation 
with  me  in  the  performance  of  kindred  duties,  for  the  gallantly,  self- 
denial  and  untiring  energy  you  have  displayed  on  every  occasion  while 
under  my  command.  Participation  in  common  dangers,  privations  and 
hardships  for  nearly  four  years,  a  period  too  full  of  events  and  heroic 
deeds  that  you  have  accomplished  to  be  mentioned  in  an  order  like  this, 
lias  united  us  in  the  bond  of  an  indissoluble  friendship. 

Often  during  your  military  career  have  you  nobly  obeyed  the  com- 
mand, "Charge"  the  enemy's  works,  even  amid  volleys  of  iron  hail  and 
leaden  rain  delivered  by  a  brave  and  confident  enemy.  No  greater 
praise  can  be  offered  than  the  fact  that  you  have  never  charged  a  works 
you  have  not  carried,  a  line  you  have  not  broken*  or  a  battery  you  have 
not  taken. 

I  will  ever  cherish  among  the  brightest  passages  of  my  life  the 
memory  of  our  association  while  engaged  in  a  cause  in  behalf  of  right 
against  wrong  and  oppression.  And  now  that  the  war  is  over  and  we 
are  spared  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  our  labors,  let  us  not  forget  our  com- 
rades-in-arms whose  remains  were  left  on  the  Held  of  battle,  or  those 
who  have  been  stricken  down  by  the  slow  hand  of  disease,  but  let  their 
sacrexl  memory  renew  our  devotion  to  file  cause  for  which  they  gave 
their  last  offering. 

You  have  done  your  duty  as  good  soldiers,  and  all  of  you  have  my 
best  wishes  for  your  future  welfare  and  happiness  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  your  lives.  Hoping  the  future  may  be  as  prosperous  as  your 
military  life  has  been  glorious,  I  bid  you  an  affect  iohaiie  farewell. 

Edward  Hatch. 
Brevet  Maior-( ieueral  ( lommandiner. 


Farewell  Order  of  Brevet  Brijradier=General  D.  E.  Coon. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  > 

Fifth  Division,  C.  C.  M.  D.  M.,        - 
Decatur,  Ala.,  July  it.  1865.  ) 
(Jen'l  Orders  )      Veteran  Comrades  :   This  day  the  identity  of   the  old 
No.  11.        )   Second  Brigade  is  lost,   and    its   unflinching   battle  line 
that  covered' .our  retreating  forces  at    West  Point  and    Prairie  Station  ; 
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that  saved  a  disorganized  command  at  Okolona  ;  that  raised  the  well- 
earned  battle  cry  of  victory  at  Hurrieane  Creek  and  Tupelo  ;  that  pre- 
sented its  unbroken  front  to  Hood's  advancing  hosts  at  .Shoal  Creek,  Mt. 
2armel,  Oampbellville,  Linnville,  Lewisburg  Pike  and  Franklin,  and 
that  taught  the  world  a  new  lesson  in  cavalry  warfare  when  it  waved 
ils  victorious  battle-flag  over  the  captured  redoubts  at  Nashville— that 
unwavering,  battle-scarred  line  has  at  last,  by  order  of  your  Department 
Commander,  been  broken:  ami  in  parting  1  feel  proud  in  giviu g express- 
ion to  the  heart-felt  God-Speeds  and  sincere  well-wishes  mutually  ex- 
changed by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade. 

Yon  have  endured  storm,  hunger,  fatigue  and  disaster,  and  enjoyed 
sunshine,  plenty  and  many  a  victorious  march  together;  under  each 
others'  faithful  watch  yon  have  slept  without  fear  in  many  a  dangerous 
bivouac  ;  shoulder  to  shoulder  you  have  stemmed  the  battle  tide  on 
many  a  sanguinary  field,  and  the  greatest  good  I  could  wish  for  you  is 
that  your  future  happiness  and  prosperity  be  as  great  and  unremitting 
as    your    past    patriotism,    fidelity   and  courage  merits. 

While  better  cause  for  honest jpride  1  shall  never  possess  than  this  : 
I  once  commanded  the  Second  Brigade!  Officers,  soldiers,  comrades, 
farewell!  By  order  of  Datus  E.  Cook, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General. 

John  II.  Avery,  Capt.  and  A.  A.  A.  (J. 


p-1**  ■  -. 


